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That is the way many people seek to express 
the current world situation. But is this an ac- 
curate putting of the question? 

Long before a youth reaches the age of 18 
years or those of his legal majority, he gives 
evidence of his growing desire for independ- 
ence. His parents are the first to see it, perhaps 
because it is hardest for them to realize that 
he is actually growing up. They still want to 
govern his every act, always, of course, for 
his highest and best interest. 

Youth may be too ready at times to throw 
off proper parental restraints and to substitute 
therefor hasty and ill-considered self-judg- 
ments. When, as a result, he makes mistakes, 
he must pay the penalty. But the time comes 
in the life of each youth when society expects 
him to assume the more serious responsibili- 
ties of personal independence. 

But this independence does not mean that 
henceforth he will be against his parents. 
Even during the days of his most obvious de- 
pendence, there was also inter-dependence 
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within the family circle. (Observe how de- 
voted parents find their chief joy in their chil- 
dren.) So maturity and marriage simply call 
for a new sense of their real inter-dependence. 

In 1776, the Colonies, having reached a 
certain maturity, found the increasing re- 
straints of the mother country unbearably irk- 
some and declared themselves free and 
independent. But their actual inter-depend- 
ence continues. What of the family of nations 
in our day? 

The need of our world is not for another 
Declaration of Independence, but for a solemn 
realization of man’s inter-dependence. And 
that does not include only the English speak- 
ing peoples, but all people, of whatever 
tongue, land, or resources. We need one an- 
other. The necessity for world trade eloquent- 
ly testifies to this fact. 

So, whether in the family circle or in the 
family of nations, the question is not “Inde- 
pendence or Inter-Dependence?” They always 
and everywhere must co-exist! 
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The Christian faithfully serves as a juror 


Citizenship in its broadest sense is our relationship with 
others. A good citizen is one who has learned to take his 
place and to accept his responsibilities in the society of 
which he is a part. That society may be as small as a 
family group or as large as the world of nations. 

A student who can get along well with his teachers and 
fellow-students is termed a good school citizen. One who 
refuses to fit in with the program of his fellows is called 
antisocial, or in conflict with his neighbors. 

Philosophers have tried to set up standards of behavior 
to test citizenship or man’s social responsibilities, but as 
usual the Bible has furnished the two rules which alone 
can solve the problem of adjusting our desires and ambi- 
tions with those of our neighbors. 


What Makes Citizenship Christian? 

As far back as the time of Moses, the Second Great 
Commandment prescribed, “Thou shalt love thy neighbor 
as thyself” (Lev. 19:18). Christ in the Sermon on the 
Mount proclaimed, “Therefore all things whatsoever ye 
would that men should do to you, do ye even so to them” 
(Matt. 7:12). We understand the application of these 
principles in our social relations, but most of us seem 
to feel that they are not applicable to our conduct as 
citizens in the narrower political sense of the word. ~ 

We must be reminded time and again that the true 
Christian is Christian in every phase of his life. That does 
not mean that a Christian in office or at the polls should 
advocate the cause of any particular church, but that his 
decision on political problems shall be in line with sound 
Christian principles. The Christian in public life will 
not propose or advance a program incompatible with the 
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Christian 
Citizenship 
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Golden Rule or with love for one’s neighbor, even if that 
neighbor happens to be a complete stranger. 


Spheres for Christianity in Citizenship 

Christian citizenship can be exercised in our public 
relationship in many situations. Two of the most im- 
portant are the Christian’s duty to support the State and 
the Christian’s responsibility for world order. 

Suffice it to say that the Christian is a citizen of the 
world as well as a son of God and that he must contribute 
his share in time, talent and goods to support and defend 
the State under whose protection he lives. His conscience 
must help him resolve any conflicts between his duty to his 
State and to his God, but when the two paths are clearly 
irreconcilable, his obligation to his God must prevail. 
“We ought to obey God rather than man” (Acts 5:29). 

Statesmen striving for a new world order have advanced 
the brightest schemes of brilliant men, but fail to re- 
alize that Christian love alone is the simple solution to 
this world’s complex problems. The men who are handling 
world affairs seem so remote, we despair of bringing our 
influence to bear on their thinking. We can, however, 
take courage in the fact that devout men have the con- 
fidence of the world leaders. As Christians, we ought 
uphold the hands of our leaders and, at the very least, 
help foster Christian opinion in our community. 

Christian world citizenship also demands that we suffer 
with our distant neighbor in his distress and that we make 
the supplying of his needs our fist Christian duty. 


Christian Justice 

Christian citizenship demands that we embrace every 
opportunity to promote justice among our fellow-citizens. 
Our courts are the official instrumentality of the State to 
guarantee justice and, therefore, the Christian citizen will 
gladly lend his support to the courts. He can do this in 
three ways: as a juror; as a witness; as an example. 

The Christian should be interested in raising the intel- 
lectual and moral level of our jury system. He can do this 
by sacrificing his time and convenience to serve as a juror. 
True, he may be sidetracked by certain counsel, who are 
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not anxious for conscientious jurymen, but if enough of 
his kind are found on a jury panel, it will be impossible to 
evade them. The Christian will take seriously his oath as a 
juror; he will display the sobriety (sense of responsibility ) , 
intelligence (use of brains, rather than emotions), and 
sound judgment (impartiality, rather than prejudice) 
which ought to characterize jurors. The Christian juror 
will be just but not unsympathetic, merciful but not 
maudlin, firm but not stubborn. 

The Christian ought to display his regard for an oath 
when called upon to testify in court. He will honor truth 
and justice above a false code of sportsmanship; he will 
be fair to stranger as well as to friend; he will suffer per- 
sonal loss rather than violate the sanctity of an oath. 

The Christian can render a great service simply by the 
example of Christian living, by teaching and encouraging 
others to follow his example, and by upholding the hands 
of those whose function it is to maintain a Christian com- 
munity. 


The Christian in Government 

The Christian citizen will interest himself in the political 
affairs of his community, state, and nation. We need not 
shy away from this word “politics.” It is simply the Greek 
word for matters pertaining to community life, as citizen- 
ship is a French and English word derived from a Latin 
one meaning exactly the same thing. 

Voting. In a democracy, each citizen has an opportunity 
to cast his weight for or against good government. Here, 
as in all other spheres of life, there are sins of omission 
as well as those of commission. It is inconceivable that a 
Christian should support government detrimental to good 
morals and public welfare, but the man who plays ostrich 
and by his inactivity permits the lower elements of his 
community to gain control must bear the same share of 
responsibility for bad government as the one who supports 
and abets the enemies of good order. A vote of 70 per cent 
of the registered voters (which is, of course, a still smaller 


The Christian keeps his oath inviolate 
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The Christian sets a good example in 
all things 


percentage of those eligible to vote) is considered excel- 
lent at a general election. Primary elections frequently 
bring out less than 25 per cent of the registered voters 
and, with several candidates in the field, the successful 
candidates on each ticket may have less than 10 per cent 
of the registered vote. 

Nor is voting enough. There are many good men who 
boast that they have never missed voting for a great num- 
ber of years. Without any exaggeration, there are millions 
of voters who do not devote more than a half hour per 
year to political decisions. They rush to the polls, vote 
for the candidates of their traditional party, and forget the 
privileges and responsibilities of citizenship for another 
year. 


Christian in Politics? 

Engagement in political affairs involves the same dan- 
gers and calls for the same virtues as every other Christian 
activity. It calls for a sacrifice of time, for courage, for 
tolerance, for integrity, for patience, for persistance. 

A minister said a short time ago that he joined a political 
group after great pressure had been put on him and that 
as soon as he joined he was told he wouldn’t have to come 
around. So it often happens that political leaders, like 
many others, welcome your support but not your advice. 

Effective influence in politics must usually be attained 
by participation in party planning. Only too frequently 
the voter comes to the polls and finds no candidate worthy 
of his vote and no party platform assuring the kind of 
program he feels his community should have. 

The Christian in politics must be prepared to incur the 
displeasure of his party by placing good government above 
party loyalty, by voting for the “best man” or the “best 
policy.” When the conscience of a Christian citizen de- 
mands that he kick over the traces of party lines, he will 
be met with hot anger and deep distrust and _ vitriolic 
abuse. Most politicians are unwilling to incur these penal- 
ties; the Christian will suffer them willingly, though not 
gladly. 


(Continued on Page 12) 
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Part Il 

ELATIVELY few young men and 
women marry the first person they 

fall in love with, or grow into love 
with. It becomes important therefore to 
be able to distinguish between a passing 
infatuation and love that will last. Mar- 
riage is for a lifetime and therefore it is 
wise to be certain that one is making a 
good choice, and that one has what it 
takes to be a suitable mate for that par- 
ticular individual. If you are puzzled 
to know whether you are in love or not, 
consider the following test which has 
been suggested by Dr. L. Foster Wood 
of the Federal Council of Churches. 
These are signposts, but you yourself 
must decide when you have arrived and 


whether you are going to stay... . 

1. Being in love is marked by unusual joy 
in the company of the other, and pain in sep- 
aration. 

2. There is a feeling that you belong to 
each other. 
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3. Love has a protective attitude. 

4. There is, of course, the feeling that this 
person is the dearest in the world. 

5. There is likely to be a feeling between 
two persons who love each other that they un- 
derstand each other unusually well. 

6. A person in love cares intensely about 
how the other feels toward him. 

7. Love as it matures tends to be constant 
in its interest. 

8. Love has a quality of self-giving. 

9. Love is zestful and enthusiastic. 

10. In love you not only have a feeling of 
pleasure but also of reverence. 

These are all good tests, particularly if 
they are applied over a period of time. 
One of the best ways to distinguish be- 
tween infatuation and a genuine and 
lasting affection is to take time to see how 
it wears. Infatuation is not apt to last, 
whereas love that involves the whole per- 
sonality is likely to grow and become 
more intense through the months and 
years. 

This does not mean that the physical 


aspect is not important. It certainly is. 


~ Looking 


Some engagements have been broken be- 
cause one of the lovers was not able to 
enjoy the physical presence of the other. 
A very nice, tall girl once thought she was 
in love with a boy who was only about 
five-feet-four. They had much in com- 
mon in terms of personal ideals, social 
standards, and recreational interests, but 
she just couldn’t enjoy his physical pres- 
ence. She decided she could not go 
through life apologizing for his shortness 
and broke their engagement a few weeks 
before the marriage date. 

Sheer enjoyment of the physical make- 
up as well as the personality of an in- 
tended mate is a fact not to be over- 
looked. If you happen to be fascinated 
by someone who is good-looking but has 
a heart of stone or has never grown up 
and is entirely self-centered chances are 
you will find your feelings are only fas- 
cination, not real affection that will be 
lasting. It is good to apply the time test, 
seeing each other in a great variety of 
situations, not only when in party clothes 
but when clad for work, too; not only 
on dates, but at home where you can 
see the degree of consideration shown to 
other members of the family. This en- 
ables you to sort out what is real and 
what is not. In varied experiences, over 
a period of months you can determine 
whether you have a real and lasting af- 
fection or are in the spell of a passing 
fancy. 

If the relationship brings out the best 
in you and helps you consistently to be- 
come a finer and more worthy person, 
you can count on it as real. Certainly 
enduring and deep affections for those 
we love are based partly in the encour- 
agement and security which these per- 
sons bring into our experience. One lov- 
ing and well-loved husband, speaking of 
his wife, puts it this way: “I love her 
because of what she does to me when I 
am with her. I love her because she has 
always believed in me. . . . She closes 
her eyes to my faults, yet sees the good 
in me that even I did not know was hid- 
den there. She hears what I say and 
often smiles, but she also senses my 
deeper aspirations and echoes them in 
ways that forever will keep me loving 
her.” 
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Toward Marriage 


ARRIAGE involves several kinds 
M of relationships. As already pointed 

out, marriage is a love relationship 
and it is a whole series of close relation- 
ships between two personalities. Most 
obviously, it is also a sex relationship. 
The surest fact of all is that if you are a 
man you will marry a woman; if you are 
a woman you will marry a man. 

As you look toward marriage, the sex 
side—while one of the most interesting 
phases—may also be the most puzzling. 
It certainly is the phase for which many 
young men and women are least pre- 
pared, in terms of being equipped with 
favorable attitudes and sure knowledge. 

If this is true of you it will not likely 
be altogether your fault, for sex educa- 
tion has been more neglected by home 
and school than any other part of edu- 
cation. For many generations sex has 
been regarded as something which “nice 
people” do not talk about. It has been, 
as we say, “taboo,” that is, something 
which is so bad or indecent that it must 
not be mentioned. The centuries-old 
campaign of silence and shame asso- 
ciated with sex has made it very difficult 
for young people to acquire wholesome 
attitudes and sound knowledge. The 
“taboo” has been closely associated with 
religion and has been operating for so 
many centuries that even now in the light 
of modern science the subject is seldom 
dealt with frankly by parents or teachers. 

It may be pointed out that the parents 
and grandparents of many of us received 
less sex education than we of this genera- 
tion, yet they somehow succeeded in mar- 
riage and family living. That is true 
enough, but it is also true that ignorance 
often led to needless misunderstanding 
and suffering on their part, and that the 
air of mystery and shame that has sur- 
rounded sex has added much to growing 
children’s problems. 

As a little child you doubtless wanted 
to know one day where you were before 
you were born—what it is to be born. 
If you were fortunate enough to have 
had a mother who had moved beyond 
taboos which have surrounded this sub- 
ject for many generations, she may have 
told you that you grew inside her body 
until you were old enough to be born. It 
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was good to know that you were close 
to your mother even before you were 
born, part and parcel of her life. That 
was much better than being told that the 
“stork brought you,” or that you were 
“found under the gooseberry bush” or in 
“the doctor’s medicine case,” or even that 
they “bought” you in a hospital. 

Somewhat later you doubtless were 
curious about your father’s contribution 
to your life. Again, if you were for- 
tunate, you may have been told that 
father, too, is a real parent, that in loving 
embrace of your mother he placed within 
her body a tiny sperm which there united 
with a somewhat bigger but also tiny 
egg, and that you grew from this union 
of sperm and egg. 

It was good thus to learn that you were 
born of your parents’ love for each other, 
and that each of them contributed some- 
thing very real to your life. Because you 
knew you sprang from them, you felt that 
you could count on them to stand by 
you and help you to grow up and to 
enjoy life. 

If you were less fortunate, your par- 
ents may not have been able to tell you 
the simple truth when you asked about 
your origin. They may have been em- 
barrassed and failed to reply. This prob- 
ably made you feel that there must be 
something different about this subject, 
or even something very wrong. Espe- 
cially if you were shamed or punished 
when you happened to touch your own 
sex organs, you probably concluded there 
must be something shameful about sex 
in every way. Though you later learned 
the truth, it may have been. difficult to 
overcome these early feelings of em- 
barrassment which you had experienced. 
If possible, young people should try to 
get rid of all such feelings before they 
marry, and accept the view that sex is 
just as God-given and worthy as sight, 
hearing, or any of our other faculties. 

lf you were most fortunate in your 
parents, they may have explained to you 
that married mates come together sex- 
ually to express their love for each other 
as well as to start the life of a new baby. 
They may have explained to you that, 
while some men and women have sought 


and obtained sexual experience with per- 


By John E. Crawford 
and 


Luther E. Woodward 


sons for whom they had no love or re- 
spect, such experience is by no means as 
satisfying or enriching as relationships 
experienced with a beloved mate. 

Recent studies show that sexual be- 
havior in young children is much more 
common than we had supposed. Most 
boys and girls develop strongly romantic 
interests and feelings during the early 
teens. For quite a while this is expressed 
in efforts to appear at one’s best and in 
being as attractive as possible to the 
opposite sex. Teen-agers like to be to- 
gether in mixed groups and learn one 
another’s ways. Dancing, talking, and 
especially jollying and teasing are com- 
mon ways of showing this inner urge for 
enjoying the association of the opposite 
sex. The less satisfaction a boy or girl 
gets out of friendship, the greater is the 
tendency to daydream -about loving and 
being loved. Motion pictures in which 
boys and girls can identify themselves 
with the hero and heroine often stimulate 
amorous feelings in young minds. 

In our society boys and girls have a 
major problem growing out of the fact 
that they mature physically in the early 
teens, yet in most instances cannot pos- 
sibly marry for at least another ten years 
because of the need to complete an edu- 
cation, secure employment, and establish 
themselves financially. Natural sex inter- 
ests would prompt them to choose mates 
and marry much earlier, but our customs 
and conventions require that marriage 
be postponed for reasons just stated. 

Boys and girls try to solve this problem 
in various ways—some good and some not 
so good. When a boy and girl are in 
love, they naturally want to be close to 
each other—perhaps touch, fondle, and 
kiss. An important part of the answer 
to the problem is to know your emotional 
limits and to redirect much of your sex 
urge into shared activities that are socially 
acceptable, such as participation in sports, 
games, social dancing, and parties. 

Not understanding well the psychology 
of the emotions associated with sexual 
interests, some young people convince 
themselves that they should experiment 
with sex, and justify this experimentation 
on the basis of “biological need.” Even 
the most ardent love somehow is tar- 
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nished when expressed merely as an ex- 
periment. Unhappiness and guilt fre- 
quently follow. Sometimes one of the 
experimenting pair who are seeking self- 
gratification develops a permanent need 
for the other that is not shared by that 
person, creating a very unhappy situation. 

Short cuts in this phase of life seldom 
prove to be short cuts to genuine happi- 
ness and satisfaction. More often they 
are quick and easy ways to disappoint- 
ment and unhappiness! 

As you look forward to marriage and 
pleasant sexual experience with your 
mate, be assured that this experience 
will be its best only when associated with 
genuine love and respect for personality 
—only when there is mutual desire to 
make the love relationship a permanent 
one. It then enriches your whole life. 
It binds you together as partners with 
profound feelings of belonging. It makes 
for intellectual and spiritual harmony. 
(Notice that when you quarrel or are at 
odds with your beloved you can feel no 
sex desires.) It enhances mutual enjoy- 
ment. Equally important, it creates an 
atmosphere of honest understanding that 
is essential for the growth and security 
of young children. 

Novelists have perhaps done us a dis- 
favor in picturing the wedding day as the 
climax of human experience. More often 
than not the first months of marriage are 
the least happy because each partner has 
so much to learn about the art of living 
together and meeting the other’s needs. 
This is as true of sex experience as in 
other phases of married life. However, 
when you are really free from a sense of 
guilt about sex and are able to be frank 
with each other about the sexual side of 
marriage, and when your personalities 
are reasonably suited to each other, there 
is every reason to believe that you can 
make each other happy as married lovers. 
Time will surely add to your joys and 
satisfactions. 


OST boys and girls look forward 
M to the special ceremony of mar- 
riage itself, probably with some 
tingling feelings about it all. Plans for 
weddings usually take up considerable 
time and effort, compared to the few 
short minutes of the actual ceremony. 
Some young people prefer a quiet sim- 
ple wedding ceremony in the home, with 
just a small group of friends and the 
family present. Others may prefer the 
church as the place. Either choice can 
be a good one, depending largely on 
factors of costs involved, social arrange- 
ments, and personal feelings. 
An important reason for the marriage 
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ceremony is the psychological release it 
brings from long-impressed social taboos 
and parental teaching against all sex re- 
lationship. Young people from family 
circles where good behavior in general 
has been rightfully encouraged in grow- 
ing children may have carried over 
strongly into adult years certain attitudes 
and feelings about sex that are out of 
place in healthy marriage and might even 
wreck the marriage if not replaced by 
better attitudes and feelings. 

A beautiful marriage ceremony, sim- 
ple yet impressive, has special psycho- 
logical values to both partners. Con- 
ducted by a respected and trusted min- 
ister, before the company of the partners’ 
parents, relatives, and friends, the mar- 
riage ritual symbolizes the happy pair’s 
new relationships of love and sex now 
completely right and worthy before God 
and society. 

Every marriage should have the ad- 
vantage of a beautiful and wholesome 
wedding ceremony, conducted in the 
spirit of mutual joy as one of the most 
meaningful experiences of this earthly 
life, always to be remembered and cher- 
ished. Preceded by a sufficiently frank 
and thorough program of education on 
all phases of the marriage relationship, 
and followed by a comfortable honey- 
moon period of privacy and new adjust- 
ments in pleasant surroundings, the mar- 
riage ceremony can start the couple on a 
greatly enriched life together that will 
grow dearer down the years. 


VERYONE’S capacity for love of the 
E kind that is needed in marriage de- 
velops gradually. Perhaps you have 
arrived and perhaps you have not. You 
may be just entering that phase of the 
growing-up period in which social fellow- 
ship has a new fascination and dating be- 
gins. Learning to enjoy yourself in a 
group and gaining skill in adjusting your- 
self to various personalities as you have 
dates are very important in growing up 
well socially. It is largely in social fel- 
lowship that our personalities blossom 
into greater attractiveness and we become 
able to win love and esteem. 

It is worth while, too, to consider how 
well you are fitted for marriage, and find 
out the ways in which you must grow 
more to be prepared for marriage. 


OOKING forward to marriage is an 
interesting experience, encouraging 
us to grow up into fuller maturity. 

While doing so, time may seem to pass 
slowly, but if you are adding useful 
knowledge, broadening your apprecia- 
tions, acquiring further skills, and in- 


creasing your ease and grace in social 
situations, it is time well spent. 

If meanwhile you grow up emotionally 
beyond the point of being in love with 
love to a stage where you can truly love 
a mate, use every opportunity to make 
her (him) happy, and take on the re- 
sponsibilities as well as enjoy the pleas- 
ures of love, these years will be full of 
surprise and invigorating good times. This 
especially will be true if you learn to be 
emotionally honest. Courtship and mar- 
riage can overcome many obstacles but 
cannot endure sham and pretense. 


This is the second of two articles on 
Chapter XII, Looking Toward Marriage, 
from Better Ways of Growing Up by 
J. E. Crawford and Luther E. Woodward, 
a product of the Muhlenberg Press, 
Philadelphia, Pa. Price $3. This material 
has been printed with the special permis- 
sion of the publishers. 


MANANA 


By John P. Shannon 


A popular song presents the lazy, lan- 
guid summer day attitude, “let it go 
until tomorrow.” Many people are en- 
snared by the summer mood. They let 
worship, work, study wait until the to- 
morrow, while they loll in the sun. But 
yesterday’s manana is here today. 

Happily, many people are discovering 
that the resting, recreation, and vacation 
time of summer can be enriched by com- 
bining it with preparation for service. 
More and more young people are dis- 
covering the joy and the value of church 
summer schools and camps. 

Summer is a great time for conventions, 
too. This is a time for “live” young 
people to gather together and lay plans 
for tomorrow. 

Many youth groups have discovered 
how much more fun it is to share their 
picnics, outings, hikes, with other young 
people who are often deprived of these 
pleasures—orphans, neglected children of 
the city, the invalided. 

Wise young people, who like to dream 
dreams and “see visions” on lazy sum- 
mer days, read good books—the Bible, 
Luther League Book-of-the-Month selec- 
tions, etc.—and their dreams produce 
visions of Christian service and lead to 
convictions and decisions for greater liv- 
ing in accord with the Will of God. 
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A hymnal is, of couse, a book—covers, 
printing, pages, words. But a hymnal is 
so much more than a book. It is genera- 
tions of bowed heads and uplifted hearts. 
It is a mine of fresh inspiration for seek- 
ing lives. It is a gallery of spiritual por- 
traits from many ages. It is a mighty 
chorus of sweet singers making melody 
unto the Lord. It is an encyclopedia of 
names, dates, places, of pastors, theo- 
logians, bishops, leaders, poets, musicians 
—and believers. In the profoundest sense 
a hymnal is the product of the church— 
its believers, their faith and their worship. 

New hymnals are needed not because 
they present entirely new material. They 
cannot. But they can present material 
both new and old in freshly relevant and 
more usable forms for contemporary 
Christians. Such a task the Christian 
Youth Hymnal hopes to accomplish for 
the youth of our church. 


Hymnal Tastes 
More than ten years ago a study showed 
that thirty-two percent of our congrega- 
tions were making use of some forty-six 
varieties of non-Lutheran hymnals in 
their church schools. Why did they 
choose such books? 


Several interesting conclusions were suggested 
by the study: 

1. For one thing, no matter what their mar- 
ginal interests may be, Lutherans want a good 
selection of standard church hymns, especially 
the fine classical products of our heritage. 

2. Beyond this, tastes veer in two directions 
—on the one hand to gospel songs of a highly 
evangelistic character with emotional music; 
and on the other hand toward hymns empha- 
sizing life-experience and Christian conduct 
in present-day situations. 

8. Other features like the organization of 
the hymns, and the character, extensiveness, 
and arrangement of worship materials, are im- 
portant considerations. 


Obviously, all of these features could 
not be incorporated in one book, but the 
study did suggest some fruitful emphases 
for consideration in any future work on 
a hymnal. 

Meanwhile there was a growing feel- 
ing of need in the United Lutheran 
Church for a hymnal which, though gen- 
eral in character, would nevertheless seek 
to serve the youth field particularly. In 
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CHRISTIAN 
YOUTH HYMNAL 


By Reginald W. Deitz 
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1987 action was taken by the Parish and 
Church School Board establishing a com- 
mittee to prepare a hymnal. The Chris- 
tian Youth Hymnal is the long-delayed 
result of the work thus initiated ten years 
ago. 


Comparatively Speaking 

When a new hymnal appears people 
want to know how it compares to hymnals 
with which they are already acquainted. 
So—what is the relation of the Christian 
Youth Hymnal to our standard and fa- 
miliar Common Service Book and Parish 
School Hymnal? 

As already indicated one of the pri- 
mary demands, at least in our church, is 
for a representative group of standard 
hymns. A selection of Christmas carols 
would not be regarded as complete if it 
omitted “O Little Town of Bethlehem.” 
At Easter people want to be able to sing 
“The Day of Resurrection, Earth Tell it 
Out Abroad.” The great classics of our 
heritage—“A Mighty Fortress,” “Beauti- 
ful Saviour,” “Praise to the Lord, the Al- 
mighty,” “Jesus, the Very Thought of 
Thee,” and a great host of others—have 
so sung themselves into our lives that no 
editor or committee can leave them out. 
And of course no one wants to leave them 
out. They are in the Christian Youth 
Hymnal so that “in the days of their 
youth” our young people may sing them— 
and love them. 

More specifically, a little less than half 
of the Christian Youth Hymnal’s numbers 
may be found in the Common Service 
Book and a little more than half are in 
The Parish School Hymnal. A total of 
198 hymns in the new book are already 
available to members of our church in 
either or both of our general hymnals. 

More than a third of the hymns, how- 
ever (117), are new in the sense that 
they are not available in our present 
hymnals. Some of these “new” hymns are 
undoubtedly already familiar to many 
Lutherans. On the other hand many of 
this number are probably not well known 
and will be welcomed as fine new addi- 


tions to our ever-growing treasury of 
devotion and praise. 


Types of Hymns 

Some gospel hymns have been in- 
cluded—“Beneath the Cross of Jesus,” 
“Living for Jesus,” “I Would Be True,” 
“Give of Your Best to the Master.” 

Far more typical, however, is the large 
group of newer hymns which speak with 
refreshing urgency to the needs and ex- 
periences of Christian young people to- 
day—for example, Katharine Lee Bates’ 
searching “Dear God, Our Father, at 
Thy Knee Confessing,” Harry Farring- 
ton’s “Dear Lord, Who Sought at Dawn 
of Day,” Percy Dearmers “Lord of 
Health, Thou Life Within Us,” Katherine 
Huntington’s “The Lord, in His Right- 
eousness, Judges the People.” In sections 
of the hymnal dealing with “Social Rela- 
tions” and “Daily Labor” one finds an 
unusually large number of new hymns— 
Louis Benson’s “The Light of God is 
Falling,” G. K. Chesterton’s “O God of 
Earth and Altar,” E. R. Sill’s “Send Down 
Thy Truth, O God,” F. L. Hosmer’s 
““Thy Kingdom Come, on Bended 
Knee,” Henry van Dyke’s “Jesus, Thou 
Divine Companion,” John Oxenham’s “All 
Labor Gained New Dignity,” William 
Tarrant’s “Now Praise We Great and 
Famous Men,” Geoffrey Dearmer’s 
“Those Who Love and Those Who La- 
bor.” 

The Christian Youth Hymnal does not 
seek to minimize the eternal reference 
of our faith, but it does hope to express 
the contemporary relevance of that faith. 
While pointing Christians to their heav- 
enly citizenship, it tries to remind them 
of their citizenship in his passing order 
where love and righteousness are so des- 
perately needed. It sings the praise of 
Him who is not only God of eternity but 
also Lord of the centuries and the ruler 
of men in this present age. 


Lutheran Hymns 

Needless to say, in selecting the hymns 
many factors had to be weighed—sound 
Christian content, literary merit, pop- 
ularity, usefulness, musical quality. Be- 
yond these fundamental considerations 
an effort was made to include some rep- 
resentative selections from the traditions 


-of other Lutheran bodies in America. So 


the Christian Youth Hymnal presents such 
lovely Lutheran hymns as Franzen’s “Pre- 
pare the Way, O Zion,” Rosenius’ “With 
God and His Mercy,” Laurentius Lau- 
rentii’s “In Heaven Above,” Grundtvig’s 
“Built on the Rock the Church Doth 
Stand,” Wilhelm Birkedal’s “I Saw Him 
in Childhood.” 
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Preparing for citizenship in a new land 


You will recall the question which a lawyer asked of 
Jesus: “And who is my neighbor?” Our Lord answered 
this question with a now well-known illustration, the 
parable of the Good Samaritan. In the characters of the 
Priest and the Levite, He graphically revealed how people 
who live for self do not recognize even their own country- 
men as neighbors. He might have gone on to use the ten- 
sion between Jew and Gentile as an example of the 
antagonisms which are transcended and overcome by true 
neighborliness. Rather, He chose to select an even greater 
tension: the mutual antagonism between the Jews and the 
half-breed Samaritans. His parable describes how a Samar- 
itan, who understood true neighborliness, brushed aside 
even that antagonism to help his wounded Jewish neighbor. 

The parable of the Good Samaritan has a very pertinent 
message for us today. Fortunately, we can still measure 
our neighborliness against the standard set in this parable. 
The Jews are living in our very midst today. Are we 
willing to regard them as our neighbors and to be good 
neighbors to them? It is a good test of our readiness to 
follow the way of Christ in our relationships with all men. 


Others Have Problems 

Understanding others and their needs is vitally essen- 
tial to true neighborliness. The Samaritan realized and 
acknowledged that the wounded Jew was a divinely 
created human being with the same capacity for anguish 
and suffering that he himself possessed. Many people are 
unwilling even to consider such basic things, preferring 
rather to center all their attention upon themselves. Such 
were the Priest and the Levite. For, to be concerned over 
the needs and sufferings of others inevitably brings a 
cross and a sense of responsibility and mission in our 
relationship with others. For example, willingly to realize 
the anguish which small Jewish children often experience 
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Understanding 
My Neighbor, 
The Jew 


By Harold Floreen 
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when they first encounter the hatred of society causes one 
to suffer with them and desire to help them. 

True neighborliness also recognizes that one cannot 
justly make sweeping generalizations concerning others. 
There are as many different kinds of people among the 
Jews, as among Gentiles. God deals with men as indi- 
viduals, and does not judge a man because he happened 
to be born within a certain social group. This was a lesson 
that Peter had to learn: “Of a truth I perceived that God 
is no respecter of persons: but in every nation he that 
feareth him, and worketh righteousness, is acceptable to 
him” (Acts 10:34-35). Obviously, to place our more than 
five million American Jews into one pigeonhole is sense- 
less and unchristian. 

For years sociologists and social psychologists have tried 
to convince society that undesirable traits which appear 
in individuals in our minority groups are frequently the 
direct result of persecution. Persecution thus perpetuates 
itself. For example, undue aggressiveness and an over- 
bearing attitude are, more often than we realize, defense 
mechanisms to conceal and to compensate for frustrations, 
loneliness, and actual feelings of inferiority. Likewise, an 
inordinate craving and demand for certain rights and 
privileges arises very often because society has wrongfully 
denjed those very rights and privileges, the possession of 
which is the rightful heritage of every man. Were those 
rights granted, the inordinate craving and demand would 
gradually subside. 

Again, antisocial attitudes and tendencies often develop 
when a person is ostracized by society and is forced to 
face almost insurmountable obstacles, regardless of how 
earnestly he is seeking to do the right. He begins to rea- 
son that, regardless of what he does, society treats him 
as undesirable. Hence, he might as well give society that 
sort of conduct of which it accuses him and for which 
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it attacks him. We cannot excuse a Jew for such a re- 
action, but we can understand him, and we can correct 
our own attitudes and actions where they may be con- 
tributing to his moral breakdown. 

Worst of all, suspicions and antagonisms are transmitted 
from one generation to another. Many people hate merely 
because they have been taught to hate. The reasons they 
give are only rationalizations to defend attitudes they 
already possess irrationally. These inherited attitudes 
render it very difficult for them ever to be fair with those 
they hate, for they search only for those things which will 
support their own viewpoint. 


Where Fairness Begins 

We come into a position truly to understand our neigh- 
bor only after we have learned the secret of neighbor- 
liness. What is that secret? It is simply this: The Chris- 
tian’s attitude toward his neighbor is basically dependent, 
not upon what his neighbor is, but upon what he himself 
is in Christ. When the Heavenly Father sent His Son to 
die for our sins, He was not motivated by our merits, but 
by His own heart of love. Had His redemptive act de- 
pended upon what we are, the Atonement never would 
have taken place. If we, in turn, are God’s children and 
are filled with His Spirit, our attitude toward others must 
be motivated by that love which His Spirit has placed in 
our hearts. Our relationship with other men thus becomes 
unselfish, and we are no longer on the defensive. Now we 
can think clearly. 

With this new attitude, we begin to see our Jewish 
neighbors in a different light. We realize that most of 
them know little more about Christianity than we know 


School room democracy assures opportunity to 
Jews and Gentiles 
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Jewish citizens achieve success in busi- 
ness and professions 


about Judaism. The average man scarcely concerns him- 
self with the religion of others. We see that their rejection 
of Christ is, in very many cases, an inherited decision, for 
they have not received sufficient positive teachings con- 
cerning Christianity to enable them to make a personal 
decision. Unhappy experiences they have had in relation- 
ships with so-called Christians render them even less 
willing to investigate Christianity. Furthermore, the Jew- 
ish community exerts tremendous social pressure upon 
any one of its members who manifests any positive interest 
in Christ and the New Testament. 


Our Opportunity 

The great majority of the Jewish people are forsaking 
their own religion of Judaism, drifting into atheism or 
agnosticism, or joining sectarian groups, particularly Chris- 
tian Science. Many Jewish young people have had no 
religious training whatever and are hungry for something 
to satisfy their souls. They commonly cover it up by 
arguing against the validity of all religious teachings, but 
consciously or unconsciously they are hoping to find some- 
thing through the discussion. There has been no greater 
opportunity with the Jews than we have today. 

The very character of Christianity itself offers a par- 
ticular advantage in dealing with the Jews. That which 
primarily distinguishes Christianity from Judaism is the 
grace and love of God which we have in Jesus Christ. 
Now it happens that Jewish people are particularly re- 
sponsive to love and kindness. They have made so much 
of hate that they yearn for something different. It is well 
known in mission circles that, in a majority of cases, Chris- 
tian Jews trace their first positive interest in Christianity 
to a manifestation of love on the part of a Christian or of 
Christians. Love and grace in Jesus Christ distinguish 
Christianity from Judaism; it is love to which the Jews are 
most responsive; and love is usually the last thing we 
have: been willing to give them. 

Those Jews who are still faithful to the synagogue adhere 

(Continued on Page 13) 
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Our Bible cross-word puzzle this 
month presents to us the study of an- 
other Old Testament character—Queen 
Esther. All the biblical references are to 
the book of the Bible which bears her 
name. Did you know that this book of 
the Bible does not mention the name of 
God? 

ACROSS 
1 “So Esther was taken unto king .. .” 

2:16 
“to destroy, to... , and to cause 

to perish, all Jews” 3:13 
11 Queen Esther dida... deed 
12 “Esther's maids and her chamber- 

lains came and... it her” 4:4 
Elias (abbr.) 

“The . . .s had light, and gladness” 

8:16 
Catch the breath convulsively 
“Esther set Mordecai . . . the house 

of Haman” 8:2 
“Esther had told what he was unto 

.” 8:1 

. . my life be given me at my 

petition” 7:3 
“and . . her queen instead of 

Vashti” 2:17 
Fifth son of Jacob Gen. 30:6 
Near (abbr.) 

“Haman .. .d to his house mourning” 

6:12 
Foster father of Esther 
Astronomical unit (abbr.) 

Treland 

Son of Adam and Eve Gen. 4:25 

“to shew ... unto Esther” 4:8 

Christian Science (abbr.) 

“came to banquet with Esther the 
sale 


oo 


Doctor of Entomology (abbr.) 

“What wilt thou, queen Esther? and 
what is thy .. .” 5:3 

“to.morrow . . . I invited unto her 
also with the king” 5:12 

One of the Great Lakes 

Son of Bani Ezra 10:34 

Constellation 

Assail 

“it shall be even . . . thee to the 

half of the kingdom” 5:3 


DOWN 
“their laws are diverse from .. . 
people” 3:8 
“Esther had not . . 
her kindred” 2:10 
United Empire Loyalist 
abbr. ) 


— 


bo 


. her people nor 


ao 


(Canada 


Ten 


“1m COR 


Ke) 


10 


13 
16 
18 


19 
20 
21 


23 
27 
29 


Eldest son of Judah Gen. 38:6 
“Esther put on her .. . apparel” 5:1 
Ut infra (abbr. ) 

“the king held out to Esther the 


golden...” 5:2 

“And the king commanded . . . so to 
be done” 9:14 

“the king . . . Esther above all the 


women” 2:17 

District Judge (abbr.) 

Exclamation of inquiry 

“letters were . . . by posts into all the 
king’s provinces” 3:13 

Order of Merit (Brit. abbr.) 

Atlantic State (abbr.) 

“let it be written to... 
devised by Haman” 8:5 

Hurrah 

Western Continent (abbr.) 

“the king and Haman came to the 

. that Esther had prepared” 5:5 


the letters 


as 


i 
ZZ 


bs 
rg 
Bald 
ee 
fe 
Y 


Y 


Eine 
SEVERE 


Belles 
ABZ 


WX 


31 


82 


“of that which they had . . . con- 
cerning this matter” 9:26 

“Jet the . . . which pleaseth the king 
be queen” 2:4 

On the outside 

“the . . . was given in Shushan the 
palace” 3:15 

Number of the Psalm beginning, “I 
will sing of mercy and judgment” 

“he . . . the royal crown upon her 
head” 2:17 

“So they hanged... 
7:10 

Same as 51 across 

Plural ending of some nouns 

Quebec (abbr.) 

“For we . . . sold, I and my people” 
T:4 

Invoice book (abbr.) 

Average (abbr.) 


on the gallows” 


mia 
(AG 


aE 


Od 
@ 


“And Esther obtained favour in the sight of all them that looked upon 


her.”—Esther 2:15b. 
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Surely one of the Leaguers will have a 
lawn on which a party might be held. 
Or perhaps some member of the congre- 
gation will be good enough to offer such 
a place. However, this party could also 
be held indoors if there is no lawn or if 
the weather fails to co-operate. The lawn 
should be lighted fairly well with strings 
of lights or a few spotlights strategically 
placed. 

The host and hostess of the home you 
visit could be asked to be the judges of 
the evening, basing their decisions on 
originality, presentation, and the points 
won by each side. F 

After gathering in a circle, those pres- 
ent are numbered off 1-2, 1-2, etc. Mem- 
bers of team No. 1 gather on one side of 
the yard, and those of No. 2 on the op- 
posite side. There they choose a captain, 
a name, think up a yell, a song, and a 
stunt. Thereafter, the sides are called by 
their proper names. 

Each side sings in turn its theme song. 

Each captain selects one from his group 
to make an impromptu speech. When 
the two are standing in front of the 
groups, each is to give a half-minute talk 
on “Did your ancestors come over on the 
Mayflower, and if not, why not?” 

Then each side gives its yell. 

Hopping Relay. Mark a starting line 
at one end of the yard and a goal line 
at the other. Each team gets behind the 
starting line. The object for each mem- 
ber in his turn is to hop forward to the 
opposite goal, run back to the starting 
line, and touch the hand of the next 
player in line. Five points may be 
awarded the winning team. 

At a signal from the leader, the first 
player in each line hops forward as de- 
scribed above. A player must not start 
with his foot over the line. A player 
must not start before he is touched by 
the incoming player. A player may hop 
one way and run one way. A player may 
change his hopping from one foot to 
another. The team which finishes first 
and has not fouled wins. Note: Walking, 
skipping, jumping, etc., may be sub- 
stituted. Other relays may be done in 
the same formation. 

Next comes the flower hunt. Gathered 
in the two groups, members get their 
heads together and figure out the flower 
for each month. Five minutes is allowed. 
The judges may allow one point for each 
month guessed right and five extra points 
for the side that gets all correct. 


January—snowdrop 
February—primrose 
March—violet 
April—daisy 
May—hawthorn 
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A GARDEN 
PARTY 


By Ruth Blackburn 


June—rose 

July—poppy 

August—water lily 

September—goldenrod 

October—aster 

November—chrysanthemum 

December—holly 

Double Living Letters. Two sets of 

cards should have been made previously, 
bearing the letters ABCDEGHILMNOP- 
RSTUVW, and one set distributed to 
members of each side. The leader calls 
words which, rearranged, will form other 
words. When the first word is formed, 
the leader instructs the players to form 
another word with the same letters. The 
judges award two points here, one to the 
team forming first the word given by the 
leader, and another to the team which 
first rearranges its letters and forms the 
other word. 


dog (God) teach (cheat) 
wed (dew) beard (bread) 
tam (mat) melon (lemon) 
step (pets) march (charm) 


loiter (toiler) 
paired (diaper) 
souring (rousing ) 
lobster (bolster ) 


Famous Nicknames and Nicknames of 
States. Lined up, each side gets a turn at 
answering before the other side tries. 
Back and forth it goes until you have 
the right answer. The side guessing the 
correct answer gets the point, of course. 


Honest Abe—Abraham Lincoln 

Old Hickory—Andrew Jackson 

The Big Stick—Theodore Roosevelt 
Old Rough and Ready—Zachary Taylor 
Blood and Iron—Bismarck 

The Lone Eagle—Charles A. Lindbergh 
Buffalo Bill—Colonel William F. Cody 
The New Dealer—Franklin D. Roosevelt 
The Good Grey Poet—Walt Whitman 
The “It” Girl—Clara Bow (Mrs. Hush) 
The Empire State—New York 


veil (live) 
sent (tens) 
spar (rasp) 
steam (meats) 


The Lone Star State—Texas 
The Old Dominion—Virginia 
The Buckeye State—Ohio 
The Keystone State—Pennsylvania 
The Hoosier State—Indiana 
The Sunflower State—Kansas 
The Pinetree State—Maine 
The Nutmeg State—Connecticut 
The Palmetto State—South Carolina 
The Granite State-New Hampshire 
Bringing Home the Bacon. In this 
game, an Indian club, a cap or a ban- 
danna may be used. The two sides are 
lined up facing each other, about twenty- 
five feet apart, and each numbered. Sim- 
ilar numbers on the sides should not be 
opposite, but cater-cornered. The object 
of the game is for the player whose 
number is called to run into the playing 
space, snatch the object, and return to 
his line without being caught by the 
opposing player who is also trying to se- 
cure the object. As soon as a player has 
grabbed the object, the opposing player 
tries to catch him before he returns to 
the goal. A player who successfully 
“steals the bacon” without being caught, 
scores one point for his team. A player 
who catches his opponent scores one 
point for his team. The playing object 
is returned to the center of the playing 
field and another number is called. Be 
sure and give each number a chance. 
Singing Rhymes—“Throw you out the 
window.” The sides sing alternately, one 
point being scored for each rhyme com- 
pleted. Examples: 
Mary had a little lamb 
Its fleece was white as snow 
And everywhere that Mary went, 
She threw it out the window. 
(Refrain) The window, the window, 
She threw it out the window, 
If you can’t sing a rhyme and sing it on 
time, 
We'll throw you out the window. 
Old King Cole was a merry old soul 
And a merry old soul was he, 
He called for his pipe and he called for 
his bowl 
And threw them out the window. 
(Refrain) etc. 
Humpty Dumpty sat on a wall 
Jack Sprat could eat no fat 
Jack and Jill went up the hill 
Mary, Mary, quite contrary 
Little Jack Horner sat in a corner 
Little Miss Muffet sat on a tuffet 
Simple Simon met a pieman 
Hickory, dickory dock, the mouse ran 
up the clock 
These are only a few suggestions. 
There are many more you can think of 
as you go along. 
(Continued on Page 80) 
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CHRISTIAN CITIZENSHIP 
By HON. JAMES F. HENNINGER, Allentown, Pa. 


DISCUSSION PATTERN 


Christian citizenship is a broad subject. Atten- 
tion should be called to its broad nonpolitical 
meaning, but the most practical discussion should 
center about making Christian influence felt 


through politics. Invite some Christian in public 
office to express his views. Have someone pre- 
pare provocative answers to some of the ques- 
tions. Remember, the topic is citizenship—not 
patriotism. Patriotism is our relation to the State; 
citizenship, to one another. 


® PROGRAM 


Hymn: “Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life” (CSB 235) 
Psalm 46 

Gloria Patri 

Prayer: Washington’s Prayer for U.S.A.; Collects and Prayers, 289 
Lesson: Romans 13:1-8 

Hymn: “Lord, Speak to Me” (CSB 212) 

The Topic and Discussion 

The Offering 

Hymn: “Forth in Thy Name” (CSB 455) 

Lord’s Prayer 

Benediction 


@ FUEL FOR THE FORUM 
1. What is the root word in “citizenship” and “politics”? 
2. May a Christian ignore his neighbors? 
8. Have single individuals ever accomplished any lasting 
results in community or world affairs? 
4, Can one engaged in politics remain Christian? 
5. Can a Christian or Christians succeed in politics? 
6. Is a Christian lobby permissible? 
7. Should Christians form a political party of their own? 
8. Can Christians differ on most political issues? 
9. Should ministers run for office? 
10. Should we be expected to vote for someone simply 
because he is a member of the same church? 
11. Is a loyal church member always the best person to 
entrust with public office? 


® BOOKS TO READ 
The American Faith, Emest Sutherland Bates, W. W. Norton & Co., 
New York, 1940. 


Builders of the Republic, Frederic A. Ogg, Yale University Press, New 
Haven, Conn., 1927. Pageant of America. 

The Evolution of Modern Liberty, George L. Scherger, Longmans, Green 
& Co., New York, N. Y., 1904. 


A Book of Americans, Stephen and Rosemary Benet, Farrar & Rinehart, 
Inc., New York, N. Y., 1933. 


Twelve 


© QUOTATIONS 


Not until right is founded upon reverence will it be secure; not until 
duty is based upon love will it be complete; not until liberty is based on 
eternal principles will it be full, equal, lofty, and universal. 

Henry Giles (1878) 


God grants liberty only to those who love it and are always ready to 
guard and defend it. Daniel Webster (1834) 


Public office is a public trust. Grover Cleveland (1884) 


The humblest citizen of all the land, when clad in the armor of a 


righteous cause, is stronger than all the hosts of Error. 
William J. Bryan (1896) 


O God of Right, make all our hearts to thrill anew 
With ardor for the way of life our fathers won, 
With passion for democracy our lives imbue, 
For Right makes Might—to this event the ages run. 
Charles G. Reigner 


God give us men! A time like this demands 
Strong minds, great hearts, true faith and ready hands, 
Men whom the lust of office does not kill; 
Men whom the spoils of office cannot buy; 
Men who possess opinions and a will; 
Men who have honor; men who will not lie. 
Josiah Gilbert Holland. 


And thus in all these ways we will strive to transmit this city not 
only not less but greater, better and more beautiful than it was trans- 
mitted to us. Ephebic Oath 


Democracy is not merely a privilege to be enjoyed. It is a trust to 
keep and maintain. Stephen Vincent Benet (1942) 


© SEE RESOURCE ARTICLE (Pages 2 and 3) 
(Continued from Page 8) 


Stern Discipline 

Engagement in politics is a good discipline for a Chris- 
tian, for success depends upon the development of many 
of the Christian virtues we have just mentioned. The 
politician must be patient and persistent. He must have 
a goal in view and he must continuously strive for its 
attainment. Only rarely can one win good government by 
storming the entrenched politicians, and never can you 
hold the heights except through patient persistence. 

Our communists are a shining example of patience and 
persistence. No matter how they are rebuffed, or what 
little progress they seem to make, they keep everlastingly 
at it and have always wielded an influence far in excess 
of their numerical strength. They put to shame the Chris- 
tian who desires far nobler ends in government but who 
will not continue striving. 

The difficulty with the reformer has always been that 
while he is gloating over one victory, his enemy is plan- 
ning how to unseat him. Then the reformer becomes 
disgusted and discouraged and he chases after some new 
rainbow or levels his lance at some different demon. 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


Politics will help teach a Christian tolerance. Adherents 
must be won from all classes of society and gaining his 
good will is the first step in leading a man to conviction. 
To learn to be “all things to all men” is to develop the 
outstanding Christian virtue of understanding our fellow- 
men and gaining his favor by treating him as an equal. 
Of course, this tolerance can also be a trick or sham on the 
part of the demagogue, but in the Christian it is the expres- 
sion of his honest conviction. 

Politics is the acid test of a Christian’s integrity. Only 
too often has the Christian in politics sacrificed his high 
principles to assure success. He has gotten to enjoy the 
game; he has felt the allure of political power; he has 
abandoned his zeal for good government and has made 
his goal success for his party, his friends, or himself. There 
are strong, sweet, and subtle temptations for the man in 
political life; the gullible, grasping, or scheming Christian 
had better continue to scoff at politicians from outside 
the political arena. Politics has never spoiled a strong 
Christian; it has frequently shown up a weak one. 


United Political Action Necessary 

Engagement in politics is not as simple as it may seem 
to be. A single courageous Christian can do much, but 
not nearly enough. It is only as great numbers of like- 
minded men of high principle stand together, year in and 
year out, that they can make their influence felt. 

The only way to hold such men together is for them to 
realize what is at stake. Secularism and paganism are 
rampant socially; atheism, theologically; and communism, 
politically. It is our duty to frame the world in which we 
and our children are going to live, and we have the right 
to demand that adverse forces shall not dominate our 
communities. The exercise of our right deprives no man 
of any of his constitutional privileges; it merely prevents 
him from destroying our Christian, social and spiritual 
values. There ought not be a Christian party, but Chris- 
tians ought to compel the party of their choice to serve 
a Christian community. Let it be remembered that con- 
certed action of Christian people can accomplish this on 
any political level—local, state, or national. 


UNDERSTANDING MY NEIGHBOR, THE JEW 
By REV. HAROLD FLOREEN 


National Lutheran Council, Chicago, Illinois 


DISCUSSION PATTERN 


The purpose of this study is to seek to understand our 
Jewish neighbors and fellow-citizens better, so that our 
attitudes toward them may be more rational and our life 


together may be happier for us all. 


Striving to be more Christ-like in our relations with our 
neighbors, perchance we may also lead them to Him and 
share with them our joy in Him. 


é 


@ ADDITIONAL MATERIAL 

A mimeographed copy of the skit, Frank Meets His 
Neighbor by Harold Floreen, will be sent free upon re- 
quest. Additional copies may be had at 10c each. 

Visuat Ams: “Getting Acquainted with our Jewish 
Neighbors” (a series of slides) is obtainable from National 
Conference of Christians and Jews, 381 Fourth Ave., New 
York. 


@ SEE RESOURCE ARTICLE (Pages 8 and 9) 
(Continued from Page 9) 

to one of three groups. The Orthodox Jews hold to all the 
traditional practices and minute regulations. The Re- 
formed group, on the other hand, has dropped many tra- 
ditional practices, attempting to adjust itself to modern 
life, but unfortunately has given up much of real value. 
It denies the inspiration of the Scriptures, the hope of a 
personal Messiah, and the resurrection of the dead. Con- 
servative Judaism, a purely American development, seeks 
to fit into modern life, but attempts also to retain that 
which it considers essential in Judaism. Zionism, which 
is fostering a Jewish homeland in Palestine, is not in itself 
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a religious movement. The inability of any of the three 
divisions of Judaism to meet the spiritual needs of the 
Jewish people is indicated by the drift away from the 
synagogue. It remains for us, as Christians, to recognize 
the spiritual need of our Jewish neighbors and to share 
our Gospel with them both in word and in deed. 


@ FUEL FOR THE FORUM 

What is the attitude toward the Jews in your com- 
munity? In your congregation? 

How do antagonisms and persecutions perpetuate them- 
selves? 

Are attacks upon our national, racial, and religious 
minorities wise? 

Can you justly stigmatize a person for belonging to a 
minority group in which membership is nonyoluntary? 
Name any minority group in which membership is purely 
voluntary! 

Are undesirable qualities observable in members of 
minority groups traceable to psychological reactions to 
injustices and persecutions inflicted upon them? 

Are there any instances in history of once dominant 
egroups suddenly becoming stigmatized minorities? 

Evaluate the significance of minority elements’ contribu- 
tions toward the progress of our society. (For example, 
the contribution of Jews in the fields of science, medicine, 
law, fine arts, etc.) 

What is the real secret of neighborliness? 

In what sense do we as Christians have a good oppor- 
tunity to be “good neighbors” to the Jews? 

Tell something of the experiences of the Jews during 
the Middle Ages. 
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The Chaos of Cults 
1—Christian Science Today 
I John 4:1-16 
8—Seventh-Day Adventism 
Exodus 20:9-11 
15—Jehovah’s Witnesses 
Joshua 24:19-25 
22—Spiritualism 
Isaiah 8:19-22 
29—The Holiness Sects 


Citizenship for the Christian 
4—“When in the Course of Human 
Events” 
Acts 17:24-28 
11—Citizenship in a Democracy 
Matthew 20:20-28 
18—Exercising the Right of Suffrage 
Romans 13:1-7 


While the topics in this issue were designed 
for use in July and August, they may be used at 
the pleasure of the League and Leaguers. The 
most beneficial outcomes result from the use of 
these topics with young people, not intermediates 
and seniors. Special quarterlies are created for 
them. 


25—Getting Into Politics 
Romans 13:8-14 


CITIZENSHIP FOR THE CHRISTIAN: 
(1) “WHEN IN THE COURSE OF HUMAN EVENTS" 


Acts 17:24-28 
By REV. ELMER P. TRUCHSES, S.T.M., Carlisle, Pa. 


® THE TOPIC 


The framers of the Declaration of In- 
dependence were, on the whole, men 
who reverenced and respected Almighty 
God. It was only natural, therefore, that 
there should be reflected in this impor- 
tant document attitudes and beliefs com- 
mon to their conception of citizenship 
in a new nation. 


The Beginnings 

Looking backward to the beginnings 
of life on this great continent, the skeptic 
might say, “It was inevitable that our 
forefathers were God-fearing, due to 
the conditions of life they found on these 
shores. They were forced to cling des- 
perately to a faith in God, for they had 
no other help to importune.” The Chris- 
tian answers, “Is not the inevitable from 
the hand of Almighty God?” And, again, 
meditating on the history of America, 
we are forced to admit that the course 
of human events has marched side by 
side with the leadership of our God. If 
our country came into being and grew 
vigorously despite privations, difficulties, 
and hardships almost unbelievable, and 
under conditions which threatened dis- 
aster time and time again, is it not but 
an indication that God’s Word is true— 
“Blessed is the nation whose God is the 
Lord”? 

Our country has been blessed by Al- 
mighty God above every other nation on 
the face of the earth today. We lose sight 
of that fact if we think only of the great 
military victories that have marked our 
progress, important as they have been. 


Fourteen 


We realize it when we study the course 
of human events which have made the 
warp and woof of the fabric of our life. 
Along with religion there marched every 
interest, institution, business and profes- 
sion which has marked us for a strong, 
business nation. We have lumped to- 
gether, and rightly so, three things and 
called them the backbone of our culture: 
the Home, the Church and the School. 
In that trilogy we have striven to make 
every day count for growth—uninteresting 
and trivial as single days can be. But 
we have understood, though dimly, that 
the success of little things added together 
eventually result in the finished product 
in which we have our pride and reward. 


The Effect of Religion 

We understand that religion that is 
not practical is no religion at all. We 
likewise understand that when we say a 
man is Christian, we mean that he is 
practicing the Gospel of Jesus Christ in 
every phase of his life and in all of his 
contacts. He translates that which he 
reads in his Bible into the most ordinary, 
the most common happenings of every- 
day life. That is his responsibility. He 
cannot do otherwise without denying 
Jesus. It has been a succession of times 
and ordinary individuals wherein respon- 
sibility was courageously met and dis- 
charged, with God’s help, that has made 
us a great nation. And that one phrase, 
“with God’s help,” that has led to the 
common acceptance that our country is 
Christian. The fact that statistics prove 
to us only about fifty percent of our 


Hebrews 12:1-7, 14-29 


population today is even nominally iden- 
tified with some form of religion, indi- 
cates we have a responsibility as great 
today as had our forefathers in years 
gone by. 

This new nation under God, to be all 
that its founders dreamed it should be- 
come, had to be manned and governed 
by Christian citizens. Realizing that such 
a state of affairs could not be left to the 
winds of chance, the early colonists be- 
gan a systematic program of religious 
education and missionary endeavor. Wit- 
ness the insistent requests to the home- 
lands of the old world for pastors and 
teachers. Further, witness the activities 
in the colonies, when itinerant preachers 
rode great circuits on horseback to reach 
the most isolated settlers. Follow that 
chain as it grew with every migration 
across mountains and prairies, planting 
the Church wherever there were people 
to be cared for. They knew there would 
be a Christian nation in the years to 
come only if they trained the citizenry, 
young and old, to think and act and live 
in Christian terms. That meant putting 
Christ into the daily round of human 
events. 


Religion and Government 

Because of this common practice, we 
find only in Canada and the U.S.A. that 
God is recognized, in the Houses of Gov- 
ernment, and no session is opened with- 
out invoking God’s blessing. That’s why 
Scripture is read and prayer is offered at 
the opening of the session of public 
school. For the same reason, the Church 
has always insisted in maintaining the 
Family Altar and Grace at meals, prayer 
upon rising and retiring. Training a child 
in the way in which he should go was 
insurance that when he had attained his 
years, he would naturally follow that 
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course the remainder of his life. 

In the course of human events, it is 
only natural that we meet with evil times 
as well as good. God does not promise 
to keep evil away from us, nor does He 
guarantee that we shall be free from 
hatreds or oppressions. Rather, He has 
repeatedly told us that these will come. 
But when they appear, He will give us 
the strength of mind and body to com- 
bat the evil and win. Be it said to our 
credit that our flag has never flown in an 
unjust nor an unrighteous cause. It has 
never known defeat. Our flag has come 
to be recognized as a symbol of freedom 
and liberty the world over. True freedom 
and liberty we have learned from God. 
Our ideals, admitted or not, are Christian 
ideals. National as well as individual 
policies are conceived over the pattern of 
these ideals, and our dealings with other 
nations must, therefore, be an expression 
of these first two principles. 

It has been typical that just as we 
have always been a haven of refuge for 
all peoples on the earth, so, likewise, do 
we owe a debt of gratitude to the native 
lands thus represented. As others have 
given us of their lives and time and ef- 
fort and money, so have we striven to 
give to the remainder of the world the 
best that we have. It has been natural 
with us to send all sorts of Missions any- 
where on earth. In addition, we have 
sent shiploads of clothing, food, building 
materials, machinery, etc., to former 
enemy nations, because of their dire need 
resulting from the havoc of war. We 
have been blessed in order that we might 
be a blessing to others! 


@ |LLUSTRATIONS 


We ofttimes hear people say, “Why sup- 
port missions on foreign fields? We have enough 
to do right here at home.” 

During the recent war, some of our Ameri- 
can airmen were forced down at sea near some 
of the little-known South Sea Islands. What 
little knowledge there was to go on was not 
encouraging. The charts stated rather alarming 
suspicions concerning the natives on the islands 
in question. No one had, apparently, taken the 
risk in recent years to land and discover the 
true state of affairs. Formerly, it had been 
known the natives were fierce, warlike, un- 
friendly and cannibalistic in nature. 

With such knowledge in mind, our men ap- 
proached the island cautiously. In short order 
they were surrounded by natives whose dress 
did nothing to calm the fears of the most in- 
trepid “Yank.” However, they were conducted 
in short order to a near-by native village where 
they were treated like honored guests. Imagine 
their surprise when the native Chief called his 
subjects together and, kneeling down, offered a 
prayer of thanks for the safe survival of these, 
their friends! Our men were further amazed to 
discover that every slightest occasion was an 
opportunity for prayer with these so-called 
“heathen.” One of the fliers remarked later, 
“J thought I was a Christian, but these natives 
showed me what a Christian really was, how 
he prayed, and how he treated strangers. I 
had to come out here to learn the value of 
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what I had at home and used to joke about.” 


The writer was in his office one day (Admir- 
alty Islands, with the U. S. Navy Seabees) when 
a young man of twenty-seven years of age 
came in. It was a Monday morming. His open- 
ing remarks made me think “This is a new 
gag.” It went something like this: ‘Padre, 
yesterday I was passing by the place where 
you were holding service, and I heard you 
cuss. I was so shocked that I stood stock still. 
I thought ‘just wait ’till I see him, and I’ll tell 
the Chaplain what I think of him.’ But as I 
stood there, I heard you say some other things, 
and I wondered if I was right. So I came here 
to find out before ‘telling you off.’ ” 

I asked him what he had heard me say, and 
he responded, “You said ‘Jesus Christ.’ I always 
knew that was pretty bad cussing, but from 
what else I heard, you spoke as though you 
were referring to a man who did something 
for somebody. I never heard that one before. 
Is that really what you meant, and if so, who 
is he and what did he do?” 

It may seem hard to believe, but the young 
man had no knowledge whatsoever concerning 
Jesus Christ. Christmas? Easter? They were 
just days on which to have “a h--- of a good 
time, get drunk, raise cain, and give presents. 
What else?” 

Asked if he had ever been to a Church or 
Sunday School, if he had ever been invited to 
attend by anyone, his answer was negative. 
Knowing he had received at least one copy of 
the New Testament since entering the service, 
he was asked if he had ever read any portion 
of it. His answer was, “No, why should I? 
Those things belong to ‘Church boys’ and I am 
not one, so why bother?” Was he not curious 
to know what was written in those books? “No.” 
But he wanted to get back to the main subject 
—who was Jesus Christ, and why did I continu- 
ally get off the track by talking of these other 
things? It was a thrill to unfold the story of 
Jesus to him, and his reception of it, usually evi- 
denced in profane ejaculations of amazement 
and surprise, nevertheless sincere, were won- 
derful to behold. When told the whole story 
was written in the New Testament, he begged 
for a copy and went off with it to read it for 
himself. For days on end thereafter, he re- 
turned to talk about the things he had read 
and learned. 

Our Christian Citizenship should move us 
to be concerned about these others who live 
near us so that such situations could never 
exist. His home, by the way, was in one of 
our larger cities-not in some mountain hide- 
away. His final reaction? To get home and do 
something about it in his neighborhood—which, 
according to him, was the same experience as 
his own, he was sure. 


A naturalized Russian who was Command- 
ing Officer of a certain Seabee Battalion. Did 
he appreciate his religion? Did he value his 
citizenship? 

The Lutheran Chaplain was proud that the 
C.O. was a Lutheran to begin with. In the 
second place, the Chaplain was proud to serve 
under his command. His interviews with his 
men constantly related their acts of conduct or 
mis-conduct in terms of Christianity, and they 
would receive lectures from time to time on 
what was expected of Christian men —and 
American men. In his (the Skipper’s) mind, 
those terms were synonymous. 

An outstanding example of his viewpoint 
came about when voting ballots were for- 
warded to men overseas. He addressed his men 
on the theme that a good Christian was a good 
citizen and a good citizen regarded his voting 
privilege as a sacred trust. He wanted it thor- 
oughly understood that every man who had the 
right to vote had better exercise his responsi- 
bility. The Skipper was not interested in HOW 
the man voted. All he wanted to know was 
that the man had done so, A muster was kept 
and was finally placed on ‘the old man’s’ desk. 
Thereafter, when any man appeared at “Cap- 
tain’s Mast” to answer for any offense, the mus- 


ter was referred to. Woe betide the individual 
if the muster indicated the man had neglected 
to cast his ballot. “How do you expect God 
to run our country if you don’t help?” was his 
question to all such. Let us ask our people the 
same question, 


® WORSHIP SERVICES 


Quiet Music: “God of our Fathers, Known of 
Old” (Kipling’s Recessional) 

Except the Lord build the house they labor 
in vain who build it. 

Except the Lord keep the city, the watch- 

man waketh but in vain. 

Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord, 
the people whom he hath chosen for his own 
inheritance, 

Righteousness exalteth a nation; but sin is 

a reproach to any people. 

Hymn: “God of our Fathers, Whose Almighty 
Hand” (PSH 363) 

Unison: 

Let every man remember that to violate the 
law is to trample on the blood of his father 
and to tear down the character of his own 
and his children’s liberty. 

No nation can live without vision, and no 
vision will exalt a nation except the vision 
of real liberty and real justice and purity 
of conduct. 

We will never bring disgrace to this nation 
by any act of dishonesty or cowardice. 

We will respect our nation’s laws and obey 
them, that we may be an example to others. 

We will seek to make justice, peace and 
brotherhood prevail. 

We will pass on this nation not less, but 
greater, better and more beautiful than it 
came to us, 

Prayer: 

Almighty God, we make our earnest prayer 
that Thou wilt keep the United States in 
Thy holy protection; that Thou wilt incline the 
hearts of the citizens to cultivate a spirit of 
subordination and obedience to government; 
and entertain affection and, love for one an- 
other. In Jesus’ Name. Amen, 

(Prayer of George Washington) 

Offering: 

To the preaching of good tidings of salva- 

tion 

WE CONSECRATE OUR POWERS: 

To the healing of broken bodies and the 

relief of distress 

WE CONSECRATE OUR GIFTS: 

To the leading of every soul to the knowledge 

and love of Christ 

WE CONSECRATE OUR INFLUENCE: 
To the Christianization of our city (commu- 
nity, town, etc.) 

To the building of the Kingdom of God 
WE CONSECRATE OUR MONEY, OUR 
EFFORTS AND OUR LIVES. Amen. 


The Topic: 
A READING (or Responsive Reading) 

AMERICA FIRST (By Bishop Oldham) 
Not merely in matters material, 

But in things of the spirit; 

Not merely in science, inventions, motors and 
skyscrapers, 

But also in ideals, principles, character; 
Not merely in the calm assertion of rights, 

But in the glad assumption of duties; 

Not flaunting her strength as a giant, 

But bending in helpfulness over a sick 

and wounded world like a good Samaritan; 
Not in splendid isolation, 

But in courageous co-operation; 

Not in pride, arrogance, and disdain of other 
races and peoples, 

But in sympathy, love and understanding; 
Not in treading again the old, worn, bloody 
pathway which ends inevitably in chaos and 
disaster, 

But in blazing a new trail along which, 

please God, other nations will follow into 

the New Jerusalem where war shall be 
no more. 
Some day some nation must take that path 
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unless we are to lapse once again into utter 
barbarism, and that honor we covet for our 
beloved America; 
So in that spirit and with these hopes we 
say with all our heart and soul: 
AMERICA FIRST!!! 
Hymn: ‘“O Beautiful for Spacious Skies” (PSH 
365 ) 
Pledges of Loyalty: 

Our flag symbolizes for us all the beauty and 
charm and high ideals of our homeland. 
Its red stands for courage, moral as well as 

physical. 

Its white is symbolic of purity, which can- 
not flourish amidst hate and fear and prej- 
udice. 

Its blue stands for truth and loyalty. 

Let us then pledge allegiance to our flag, 
with a renewed sense of being loyal every 
day of our lives. 

Let us see that everyone in this country gets 
an equal opportunity to enjoy its privileges. 


Salute to the American Flag: 

I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United 
States and to the Republic for which it 
stands: one Nation, indivisible, with lib- 
erty and justice for all. 

Hymn Stanza: (PSH 361) 

“Our father’s God, to Thee,” ete. 

Leader: One holy Church, one army strong, 

One steadfast, high intent, 

One working band, one harvest song, 

One King omnipotent. 


Salute to the Christian Flag: 

I pledge allegiance to the Christian Flag, and 
to the Saviour for whose Kingdom it 
stands,—one brotherhood, uniting all man- 
kind in service and in love. 

Hymn Stanza: (PSH 166) 


Fling out the banner, let it float, 

Skyward and seaward, high and wide; 

The sun that lights its shining folds, 

The cross on which the Saviour died. 
Amen. 


© SUGGESTION 


Elks Lodges have a history of our Flag in 
their ritual book; also 9 copies of the various, 
official Flags of our country. They will usually 
lend them to a responsible party for use in 
just such a service. The display is very im- 
pressive and the brief history which accom- 
panies the same is likewise impressive as well 
as interesting. This could be the feature of this 
service, building the service around the Flag 
Ritual. 


©@ THE BIBLE SPEAKS 


MARK 12:28-34. The true test of religion is 
making our love for God a 100% matter. If it is 
that way, we will consider others with the same 
degree of care as we lavish upon ourselves. 
This world with its humanity is the laboratory 
wherein we prove our thesis: “We love God.” 


ROMANS 15:1-7. There always have been and, 
we presume, there always will be the poor, ill, 
incapable, unfortunates, etc., in this world. 
There are always others not able to see, think 
or act for themselves. They need care and 
leadership. That responsibility lies squarely on 
the shoulders of the more fortunate. The Chris- 
tian Citizen recognizes that fact and accepts it 
gladly. ; 


ROMANS 12:10-21. Here is the true Christian 
Spirit that has a heart. Sympathy and under- 
standing are two virtues sadly lacking in the 


world of today. The common excuse is that 
we are all so rushed with too many things to 
give proper attention to those who need our 
love, our sympathetic ear, and a kindly, help- 
ing hand. 


MATTHEW 5:43-48. Christian love knows no 
enemies. Led by our Master, who prayed that 
His crucifiers might be forgiven, we under- 
stand that we dare not permit ANY reason to 
cause us to withhold any help or blessing within 
our power to render any one in need. 


MATTHEW 25:31-45. Simple but powerful 
Christianity is guaranteed to break down bar- 
riers of hate, suspicion, grudges, or any other 
argument. No man can help but love and re- 
spect people who help him in times of dire 
need and distress. Besides—who would not do 
it if he KNEW the person helped was Jesus 
Christ? 


MATTHEW 22:16-21. After all, to whom does 
everything belong? To God or to us? There 
need be no argument concerning the State 
versus the Church’s duties. Each has its place, 
but they can be made to work together. Chris- 
tians operating the State, occupying offices, 
bringing their Christian influence to bear as 
citizens, make the State to function on Chris- 
tian principles. 


I PETER 2:11-18. Good Christians are good 
Citizens. And a Christian, if he is truly a 
Christian, can give only a GOOD account of 
himself. Let non-Christians argue as they will, 
the Christian’s record stands and speaks for 
itself. It impresses friend and foe alike, and 
causes glory to redound to God for the wit- 
ness that has been irrefutably rendered. 


CITIZENSHIP FOR THE CHRISTIAN: 
(2) CITIZENSHIP IN A DEMOCRACY 


Matthew 20:20-28 


By JAMES C. KINARD, LL.D., Litt.D., Newberry, S. C. 


® SUGGESTIONS FOR LEADERS 


In preparation for this program it would be 
helpful to secure for quotation during the meet- 
ing informal statements from two or three 
prominent people in the community as to what 
they consider to be the essentials of good 
citizenship. 

Ask your pastor to prepare for you a brief 
statement outlining the position of our Church 
on separation of Church and State. 

Have some member to study in advance the 
Bill of Rights and the Constitution of the United 
States for traces of the Ten Commandments. 

Use some of the questions proposed for dis- 
cussion. 


© PROGRAM 

Hymn: “From Ocean Unto Ocean” (No. 364 
in PSH) 

Prayer: For Our Country (No. 18, Page 26, in 
PSH) 


Scripture Reading: Matthew 20:20-28 

Hymn: “O Master, Let Me Walk With Thee” 
(No. 288 in PSH) 

Discussion of Topic 

Question and Answer Period 

The Offering 

Hymn: “God Bless Our Native Land” (No. 362 
in PSH) 

Closing Prayer: National (No. 17, Page 25, in 
PSH) 


®@ THE TOPIC 


The Meaning of Democracy 
What is a democracy? Originally it 
meant government directly by the peo- 


Sixteen 


ple acting collectively. For instance, in 
earlier and simpler days the town meet- 
ing transacted municipal business by the 
open discussion and free vote of those 
present. Everybody had a direct hand 
and voice in what was done. This is 
“democracy” in the simplest sense of the 
term. 

As life became more complex and the 
business of government more compli- 
cated it became necessary for the masses 
of the people to govern themselves by 
proxy. And so there gradually developed 
of necessity a “representative democracy,” 
wherein the people retain the sovereign 
power but delegate specific authority to 
those whom they choose to represent 
them. In the United States the Federal 
Government, the creation of the states 
of the Union, can theoretically exercise 
only such powers as are expressly dele- 
gated to it by the individual states acting 
through their chosen spokesmen in the 
Congress. This type of government we 
call popularly a “republic.” 

In our system of government, there- 
fore, the citizen has a threefold respon- 


sibility: to choose well-qualified rep- 
resentatives whom he is willing to have 
speak and act for him; to insist that such 
delegates discharge their duties worthily; 
and to support the government devised 
and administered by these representa- 
tives. If the citizen fails in any of these 
respects to do his full duty he has no 
right to complain about the kind of gov- 
ernment he gets. 


What Christianity Adds 

In the Scripture lesson appointed as 
the background for this study, Matthew 
20:20-28, Jesus lays down a clear-cut 
program of action for both the govern- 
ing and the governed. He reminds His 
listeners that the governments of their 
day are tyrannical and despotic. “Ye 
know” (and how well they knew!), says 
the Master, “that the princes of the Gen- 
tiles lord it over them, and they that are 
great exercise authority upon them.” 

The individual had no rights which the 
ruling powers were bound to respect. 
The private citizen had little or nothing 
to say or do about the kind of govern- 
ment he was compelled to support. He 
was completely subject to whatever power 
was strong enough to impose its iron will 
upon him. It was “autocracy,” not 
“democracy,” which the people to whom 
Jesus was talking that day knew. And 
yet time after time He urged upon His 
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followers respect for civil authority and 
obedience to law. 

Attempts to establish and maintain 
democracies had been made many times 
before in the history of mankind. They 
had all failed miserably. They could not 
succeed because there was always lacking 
the one essential to stability and security. 

The Son of Man put His finger on the 
cause of this failure by pointing out the 
fundamental function of government, 
namely, to serve the people as a creation 
of their voluntary power and subject 
always to the source of its authority. 
Jesus makes His point crystal clear: 
“Whosoever will be chief among you, let 
him be your servant.” 


Service in a Democracy 

How we have overworked that little 
word “service”! The professional politi- 
cian who seeks public office for his own 
selfish purposes does not hesitate to pa- 
rade himself as a “servant” of the people. 
He understands fully the popular appeal 
of the expression. 

On the other hand, there are many 
capable and conscientious men and 
women in public life whose sole aim is 
to be of constructive service. They rec- 
ognize their obligations and opportunities 
and it is to them that we owe whatever 
measure of success and efficiency marks 
American Government today. The citizen 
has an obligation. There are voters who 
by their indifference and apathy discour- 
age many of our highest types of citizens 
from offering their services to govern- 
ment. Not infrequently does it happen 
that the man of high character and strong 
ability and sincere purpose is rejected at 
the polls for the less desirable self-styled 
“public servant” who knows how to ap- 
peal shrewdly to the eye and the ear 
rather than to the mind and the heart. 

Therefore, there rests upon the indi- 
vidual citizen the responsibility to recog- 
nize and reward the spirit of unselfish 
service on the part of those elected to 
administer government. It is too com- 
monly understood that a good man who 
has regard for his reputation and integ- 
rity will have nothing to do with politics. 
The chief reason for this unfortunate sit- 
uation is that too many of our right-think- 
ing and right-living citizens make them- 
selves conspicuous by their absence from 
the ballot box on election day. 

When we finally make up our minds 
and set our hearts to vote for the best 
qualified representatives, independent of 
selfish partisan considerations, to give 
them adequate recognition for genuine 
service and to accord them our outspoken 
support when they prove faithful to the 
trust reposed in them, we shall no longer 
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be afflicted with the selfish souls that are 
solely seeking the spoils. 


Citizenship for the Christian 

Jesus injected into His program of suc- 
cessful citizenship the spirit of Chris- 
tianity. It was He who first emphasized 
the necessity of service in government. 
The freedom which we in America enjoy 
today is based on morality and religion. 
When a democracy forgets God, it sub- 
merges the individual. When the private 
citizen is lost in the morasses of a godless 
government, all personal freedom is to- 
tally destroyed. When we lose the in- 
fluences of Christianity, which has al- 
ways promoted and protected the prin- 
ciple of individual liberty, we have left 
only the slavery to power. The Christian 
knows that he has certain rights and 
prerogatives which he holds not from the 
State but from God. He understands 
fully his solemn obligations to constituted 
authority, for he remembers that the Mas- 
ter said, “Render unto Caesar the things 
that are Caesar’s,” but the Christian also 
recalls that Jesus added just as em- 
phatically, “and to God the things that 
are God’s.” 


® QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 


How should the Christian view the distinc- 
tion between a democracy and a republic. 

How should Christianity affect the policies 
and purposes of government? 

Should the Church as an organized group 
ever attempt to determine or influence goy- 
ernmental policies and practices? If your an- 
swer is “No,” then how can the Church most 
effectively exert its influence? 

How far should a Christian citizen go in at- 
tempting to influence the results of an election? 

If the Government should prescribe a course 
of action contrary to the conscientious prin- 
ciples of an individual, what should he do? 

Does a citizen have the right to ignore or 
violate a law which he does not approve? 

Under what conditions, if any, would a cit- 
izen be justified in refusing to abide by a ma- 
jority decision in government? 

As applied both to public official and private 
citizen, what do you think Jesus meant by 
“Whosoever will be chief among you, let him 
be your servant’’? 


@ QUOTABLE QUOTES 


In a democratic government the right of de- 
cision belongs to the majority, but the right 
of representation belongs to all.—Ernest Naville. 


As the happiness of people is the sole end of 
government, so the consent of the people is the 
only foundation of it, in reason, morality, and 
the natural fitness of things.—John Adams. 


Democracy submits itself to continual revi- 
sion, keeping to its central motive: the conduct 
of the state on man’s behalf, not domination 
of man by the state.—William Stephens. 


I know no safe depository of the ultimate 
powers of society but the people themselves; 
and if we think them not enlightened enough 
to exercise their control with a wholesome dis- 
cretion, the remedy is not to take it from them, 
but to inform their discretion by education.— 
Thomas Jefferson. 


Whatever makes men good Christians makes 
them good citizens.—Daniel Webster. 
The Athenian Oath 


In ancient Athens it was the custom to hold 
a festival each year at which all young men 


who had reached their eighteenth year were 
admitted to citizenship. There in the temple 
of Aglaurus, in the presence of the Elders of 
the city and of many citizens, and with the 
gods of ancient Hellas as his witness, each 
young man took the following oath: 

“We will never bring disgrace to this our 
city by any act of dishonesty or cowardice, nor 
ever desert our suffering comrades in the ranks. 

“We will fight for the ideals and sacred 
things of the city, both alone and with many; 
we will revere and obey the city laws and do 
our best to incite a like respect and reverence 
in those above us who are prone to annul or 
to set them at naught; we will strive unceas- 
ingly to quicken the public’s sense of civic 
duty. 

“Thus in all these ways we will transmit this 
city not only not less, but greater, better, and 
more beautiful than it was transmitted to us.” 


® BIBLE READINGS 


Exodus 20:1-17. GOD GIVES LAWS. When 
King Alfred the Great was framing the funda- 
mental laws which should govern the Anglo- 
Saxons, he set as the foundation stone the Ten 
Commandments. These are basic principles and 
furnish the solid background for the organiza- 
tion and maintenance of good government. It 
is well to note that these commandments are 
addressed to the individual, “Thou shalt.” It 
is an interesting study to trace the unmistakable 
influence of these laws in shaping the legislation 
of mankind. A code of laws based on these 
two tablets of stone from Mt. Sinai can well be 
trusted. 


Romans 13:1-7. GOOD CITIZENSHIP. This 
is a strong expression of Christian loyalty to 
law. It stresses the obedience that a citizen 
owes his sovereign government. Briefly, Paul 
tells us that the Christian must show proper 
respect for those in authority in order that there 
may be maintained a system of law and order; 
that the Christian cannot justify before his God 
the deliberate violation of law, tax dodging, 
and the like; that one who breaks the law is 
not only a criminal in the eyes of the law but 
also a sinner in the sight of God; that taxes 
must be paid for the support of government, 
that there must be respect for persons placed in 
positions of authority. 


Matthew 22:15-22. GOD and CAESAR. Here 
the clever Pharisees try to lay a trap for Jesus. 
He throws their question right back into their 
hypocritical faces. They promptly produce the 
coin for which He asks, for they use it every 
day. He reminds them that in using the coin 
of the realm they recognize the benefits which 
they enjoy under the Roman government. They 
must be willing t6 pay for those advantages. 
At the same time He admonishes them to re- 
member that they have certain very direct ob- 
ligations to their God and that there is no rea- 
sonable ground for conflict between their duties 
to the State and their responsibilities to 
Jehovah. 


I Peter 2:18-17. LOYALTY to GOVERNMENT. 
Here Peter, who was certainly an independent 
character, urges his fellow-Christians to obey 
the law. He reminds them that order is God’s 
will; that government is designed to discourage 
evildoers and to protect and reward the law- 
abiding; that the Christian dare not use what 
he considers his freedom as license to ignore 
or break the laws of the land; that the follower 
of Jesus Christ must make it a matter of plain 
duty to comply with the orders of the State so 
long as there is involved no compromising of 
Christian conscience. 


Mark 12:28-31. OUR NEIGHBORS. In an- 
swer to the question as to which was the great- 
est commandment of all, Jesus gives an an- 
swer quite familiar to the Jewish scholars mak- 
ing the inquiry. He urges wholehearted con- 
secration to Jehovah as the giver of all good 
and an unselfish consideration for the rights of 
others. When a man comes to realize that gov- 
ernment exists to promote the greatest good of 
the largest number and not to further the selfish 
interests of the favored few, he has found the 
correct conception of good citizenship. 
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Galatians 6:7-10. REAPING WHAT WE SOW. 
Here is stated a principle that applies not only 
to the individual in his relation to God but 
also to the citizen in his relation to the gov- 
ernment, , If we condone rather than condemn 
corruption in high places and willful disregard 
for constituted authority, we may expect in- 
efficient and weak government. But if we in- 
sist upon the proper observance of law and 
demand that our public officials be honest and 


upright and capable, we shall enjoy the rich 
benefits of a well-administered state that will 
“work that which is good to all men.” 


Micah 4:1-5. A DREAM of DEMOCRACY. 
Looking back over the history of mankind and 
thinking over the muddled state of human 
affairs today, we see faint prospect for a re- 
alization of the prophet’s dream. But if the 
fanaticism of a power-crazed dictator can hyp- 


notize an otherwise intelligent nation into de- 
livering its soul into his blood-drenched hands, 
is it fanciful to hope that the Christians of the 
world may one day unite to produce a power 
invincible before the hosts of sin and darkness? 
Has the Church yet made any really serious 
concerted effort to drive Satan from the coun- 
cils of the nations? Christians acting co-opera- 
tively must do this now. 


CITIZENSHIP FOR THE CHRISTIAN: 
(3) EXERCISING THE RIGHT OF SUFFRAGE 


Romans 13:1-7 
By HONORABLE BUTLER B. HARE, Saluda, S. C. 


® SUGGESTIONS 


In connection with this study a number of 
study projects are suggested. Assign them to 
individual members in advance of the meeting 
so that they may present the result of their 
research at that time. 

One of the more practical outcomes of this 
meeting may be a consideration of how the 
ballot for a given election will appear, and 
how they are to be marked. Consult with some 
local authority on the details of how the bal- 
lot will be arranged and duplicate it for dis- 
tribution and study during the meeting. Real 
names or fictitious ones may be used. 

Mention should also be made of the use of 
voting machines in some places. How they work 
should be described in detail if they are used 
in your community. Otherwise it would be well 
to display a photograph of one. 

If you wish, you may also arrange a popular 
referendum on some of the political issues 
currently before the nation. That will mean 
preparation of ballots ahead of time. 


® THE PROGRAM 


Hymn: “O Worship the King” (PSH 245) 
Responsive Reading: Psalm 145 (Pg. 45, PSH) 
Gloria Patri (Sung or said) 
Prayer: Free or Collect No. 78 (Page 146, 
CSB) 
Lesson: Romans 13:1-7 
Hymn: “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Thy Word” 
(PSH 121) 
Topic: 
Presentation by several members 
Reports on Research Questions 
General Discussion 
Offering 
Prayer: Free or No. 74 (Page 46, CSB) 
Hymn: ‘‘O Where Are Kings and Empires Now” 
PSH 182) 
Mispah Benediction 


® RESEARCH QUESTIONS 


Is there any evidence of the exercise of the 
“right of suffrage” in the Old Testament? In 
the New Testament? 

Is this right one of the basic human rights se- 
cured to all people by the Charter of the 
United Nations? 

Is the exercise of this right universal even in 
our own country? Explain. 

When did women get the right? Name some 
of those» prominent in the movement to grant 
it to women. 

_How do \dictatorships use this right? 

How does it work in Russia today? 
«Is there any danger of the loss of the free exer- 
cise of the right of suffrage in our world? 


© DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 


What is “the right of suffrage’’? 

Has it always existed? 

Where were its beginnings seen? 

Has Christianity helped advance the cause of 
“the right of suffrage’’? 

Was there any popular suffrage when the doc- 
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trine of the divine right of kings was held? 
Tell about the Town Meeting of early colonial 
days. 
How important is the exercise of this right by 
the citizens in a democracy? 


@ SOURCE BOOKS 


See such articles as, “Suffrage,” ‘“Woman’s Suf- 
frage,”’ “Voting,” etc., in the Encyclopedia 
Britannica, or any other good encyclopedia. 


@ THE TOPIC 


“The right of suffrage” is often some- 
thing which citizens in a democracy take 
for granted. The generations now alive 
have never known when it did not exist 
for at least the male members of the 
population. Woman’s suffrage is the re- 
sult of more recent progress in the field 
of government. (The XIXth Amend- 
ment. ) 

However, inalienable as this right may 
be considered today, there was a time in 
the history of the world when it was not 
so conceived. It is a right for which 
many have fought and died in order that 
we today might enjoy it. In the days of 
monarchies, kings and empires, this right 
was not recognized and rulers only reluc- 
tantly and gradually allowed certain privi- 
leges to their subjects. A look into Eng- 
lish history will give some insight into 
how these things came about. 


The Magna Charta 

The beginning of popular government 
may be traced to the Magna Charta, 
wrested from King John at Runnymede, 
in June, 1215 A. D. Perhaps in all Eng- 
lish history there is no single fact of 
greater political significance and far- 
reaching results. The Magna Charta cur- 
tailed the king’s right to levy taxes, and 
provided that the barons could no longer 
be punished at the whim of the king, but 
had the right of trial by their peers. Ex- 
tended rights and privileges were granted 
by the Charta to the barons and land- 
owners, and the poor people were also 
protected in their possession of oxen and 
plow. The Magna Charta was the first 
legal instrument to break the power of 


the king. It was the forerunner of the 
breakdown of the idea of absolute mon- 
archy and “the divine right of kings.” It 
established the rights of the barons, de- 
livered them from the domination of their 
“liege lord,” and was the first step in 
humanizing the feudal system of the 
Middle Ages. It pointed the way to the 
day, however distant, when the inalien- 
able rights of the common people would 
be freely recognized. 


First Popular Government 

As a natural outgrowth of the princi- 
ples of Magna Charta in 1265 came the 
establishment of the House of Commons, 
to which representatives from every 
county in England were chosen for the 
first time. It was also the first time in 
the history of the world that a represen- 
tative government was established on a 
working basis. In its establishment was 
laid the foundation for improvable gov- 
ernment which derives its existence and 
strength from the consent of the gov- 
erned; capable of changing its action to 
accord with the will of the people ex- 
pressed in orderly political procedure;. 
competent to modify legislation, rectify 
mistakes, frame laws to meet the needs 
of a progressive civilization, and enlist 
the energy and good will of a united, 
contented people. 

Democracy is the last form to develop 
in the evolution of human government. 
And it is representative government, or 
democracy in the form of a republic, 
which gives the largest opportunity for 
the expression of the will of the people 
by means of the ballot. This high privi- 
lege, which cost so many so much 
through the long years, also imposes a 
serious responsibility upon those whose 
it is. This right must be exercised wisely 
and well. To do so requires courage, 
faithfulness, and intelligence on the part 
of the individual citizen in whose care is 
this powerful instrument of democratic 
government, 


Whose Right This? 
Then, whose right and responsibility is 
this matter of suffrage? It is of the very 
essence of citizenship, and is the lawful 


‘right of every citizen. Who then is a 


citizenP A citizen is one who was born 
here and has reached the age of 21, or 
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who, having come to these shores from 
some other country, has become natural- 
ized. This privilege is the natural right 
of all such. Only those are legally de- 
prived of it who have committed some 
crime and as a punishment for the same 
have forfeited the right. 

“In America—the greatest democracy 
in the world, with the best educated elec- 
torate—the proportion of the citizens who 
take the trouble to vote is lower than 
in any other real democracy. As of July 
1, 1946, the United States Bureau of the 
Census estimated that 91,634,472 persons 
were 21 years of age or older; yet in the 
national election of November, 1946, only 
85,000,000 bothered to go to the polls— 
revealing an appalling lack of interest in 
national affairs. 

“By contrast, in the last general elec- 
tion in England, voting participation was 
50 percent greater. In Canada nearly 
twice as large a proportion cast ballots. 
Half of the entire French population 
voted in November, 1946, the fourth na- 
tional election in a single year: if the 
same proportion of persons had voted in 
this country the total vote would have 
reached 70,000,000. 

“Even more depressing is the fact that 
a lower percentage of eligible American 
voters has taken the trouble to vote in 
recent elections than 50 or 100 years ago, 
when the problem of getting to the polls 
was far more difficult. Evidently, the 
early pioneers prized the right to vote 
more than present-day citizens.”* 

It cannot be doubted that a goodly 
number of our indifferent citizenry are 
members of our churches. They, for vari- 
ous reasons, fail to exercise their right of 
suffrage. So it appears that we do need 
to emphasize to Christians the importance 
of exercising this right. 


°“Why Don’t More Americans Vote?” By 
George H. Gallup, Reader’s Digest, April, 1947. 


When Montesquieu said, “A nation 
may lose its liberties in a day and not 
miss them for a century,” he was prob- 
ably thinking of an election day when 
citizens fail to measure up to their re- 
sponsibilities in the exercise of their right 
of suffrage. The right of suffrage is prob- 
ably the greatest privilege guaranteed by 
any government, and the honest exercise 
of this right will come nearer preserving 
it than any other thing. “Nothing will 
ruin the country if the people themselves 
will undertake its safety; and nothing 
can save it if they leave that in the hands 
of any but their own.” “Exercising the 
right of suffrage,” however, is not suffi- 
cient. 


The Most Beneficent Ballot 

An uninformed, or a purely selfish bal- 
lot, may be worse than none because of 
its baneful effect. A person who votes 
should first know why he is voting, un- 
derstand what he is voting for, and then 
be sure that he is casting an intelligent 
ballot dictated by a pure conscience. 

This is where the unique quality of 
Christian citizenship comes in. The 
Christian has a conscience which is in- 
structed by God’s Word as set forth in 
the Bible and as revealed in Christ. H. 
W. Field has said, “The religion of Christ 
has made a republic like ours possible; 
and the more we have of this religion the 
better the republic.” And Lewis Cass 
has put it, “The fate of a republican gov- 
ernment is indissolubly bound up in the 
fate of the Christian religion, and a peo- 
ple who reject its holy faith will find 
themselves the slaves of their evil pas- 
sions and of arbitrary power.” 

And yet, neither the Christian religion 
as such, nor any one of the churches, is 
given a preferred position under our Con- 
stitution. The very first amendment to 
that constitution states, “Congress shall 


make no law respecting ‘an establishment 
of religion, or prohibiting the free exer- 
cise thereof.” 

Chancellor James Kent, an eminent 
American and English jurist, summarized 
his views on this subject as follows: “The 
general diffusion of the Bible is the most 
effective way to civilize and humanize 
mankind; to purify and exalt the general 
system of public morals; to give effi- 
ciency to the just precepts of international 
and municipal law; to enforce the ob- 
servance of prudence, temperance, jus- 
tice, and fortitude; and to improve all 
the relations of social and domestic life.” 

The Church is interested in making the 
citizen truly Christian; the Christian citi- 
zen is interested in making his nation 
and his world secure. Both need to be 
reminded that “every political question 
is becoming a social question, and every 
social question, is becoming a religious 
question.” To enlighten the Christian’s 
conscience with a larger outlook on 
world affairs and to inspire him to dedi- 
cate his ballot to the highest good of the 
largest possible number is the Church’s 
privilege and responsibility today. 

Our forefathers evidently had these 
thoughts in mind when they declared 
their independence, waged a war to sup- 
port it, created a new government to lead 
them, and knighted 3,000,000 Americans 
with citizenship. Theirs was a long- 
ranged faith in the citizenry that should 
live to make America great. When the 
ratification of the Constitution was being 
considered, Benjamin Franklin, one of 
the oldest of the men participating in 
the event, prophesied: “If we introduce 
into public affairs the principles of primi- 
tive Christianity, we will revolutionize 
the world.” If Christian citizenship meas- 
ures up to its opportunity, we may see 
the fulfillment of that prophecy in the 
next one hundred years. 


CITIZENSHIP FOR THE CHRISTIAN: 
(4) GETTING INTO POLITICS 


Romans 13:8-14 


By REY. CLEMENS H. ZEIDLER, S.T.M., Appleton, Wisconsin 


® THE PROGRAM 
Hymns: “From Ocean Unto Ocean” 

“Before the Lord We Bow” 

“God Bless Our Native Land” 
Psalms (to be read responsively): No. 1, or 

No. 67 
Prayers: 

O God Most High, Who alone rulest in the 
kingdom of men: Grant, we beseech Thee, to 
all to whom civic trust and authority has been 
given, the inspiration of Thy Holy Spirit, that 
they may labor faithfully for the welfare of 
our nation and the people, and for the advance- 
ment of Thy Kingdom upon earth; through 
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Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

O Father of the just, do Thou of Thine in- 
finite goodness direct the hearts of all who bear 
authority. Help them with the power of Thy 
Holy Spirit to make laws in accordance with 
Thy will, and for the advancement of right- 
eousness. Protect them from the snares of the 
enemy and the deceits of the world; let no pride 
of power betray them into rejection of Thy 
commandments; and grant that all our execu- 
tives and officials and our whole people may 
with one mind serve Thee, our God and King; 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 


Scripture Reading: Romans 13:8-14 


® NOTE TO THE LEADER 


In this issue of your magazine there is much 
material on the subject of Christian citizenship. 
For suitable discussion questions, see the other 
topics in this series and the July Young Adult 
material, 


@ THE TOPIC 

If politics has a bad name, it is be- 
cause we have allowed it to ‘get that 
name. Too many of us have been indif- 
ferent to the quality of political) leader- 
ship that we have had. We have sup- 
ported and continue to support elective 
officials whose ethics many times are un- 
christian. Frequently we have thought 
there was nothing we could do about it. 
We have allowed ignorant and unprin- 
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cipled candidates to hold office. The 
headquarters for neighborhood politics 
in too many places too long has been the 
pub, the tavern, the saloon. Is it any 
wonder then that Dr. Homer P. Rainey, 
president of Stephens College, Columbia, 
Missouri, should be found saying, “It is 
commonly admitted that American po- 
litical leadership is at an all-time low’? 

And why is it that so seldom we find 
active Christians and church members in 
politics? Is it due to an illogical deduc- 
tion made in the minds of many American 
Protestants, that because we so decisively 
believe in the separation of Church and 
State, that therefore a good church mem- 
ber has no place in the field of politics? 
Lutherans ought to be straight on that 
when the Augsburg Confession says: “Of 
Civil Affairs . . . (our Lutheran Churches) 
teach, that lawful civil ordinances are 
good works of God, and that it is right 
for Christians to bear civil office, to sit 
as judges, to determine matters by the 
Imperial and other existing laws, to award 
just punishments. . . .” 

There are, no doubt, those who have 
avoided politics because politics have 
been corrupt in so many places. They 
have noted that it is so in most big cities 
and in a good many small cities. They 
have said to themselves that it would be 
difficult to succeed in that field and still 
maintain one’s honor, honesty, and up- 
rightness; that getting into politics meant 
defiling one’s self by continuously having 
to do business with all the evil elements 
of a community, and, perhaps, eventually 
finding one’s self under the control of 
such elements; that a man or woman 
simply cannot be good, or remain good 
(“good” according to the teaching of the 
Bible and the standards of Christian 
morality) and be in politics long. 

There is no question but that many 
young men have entered politics with 
high ideals, only to find after a time 
those ideals becoming increasingly be- 
smirched and defiled. The temptation 
to sell his vote and influence has over- 
come many a young man in office. For 
what he considered personal profit, he 
has cheapened himself and prostituted a 
sacred trust. 


Bad Politics a Challenge to the Christian 

But these are no reasons for any young 
Christian who has a leaning for the po- 
litical field, and who likes to discuss 
modern political problems and is keenly 
interested in the laws of the land and the 
welfare of the nation or the community, 
to stay out of politics. The thing, in 
fact, offers a challenge to such a youth- 
ful follower of Christ to enter the po- 
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litical arena. It presents sound reasons 
for any patriotic Christian to embark upon 
a political career. 

Corrupt politics threaten now and will 
eventually destroy a democracy. Theo- 
retically, democracy is the rule of the 
people by the chosen representatives of 
the people to whom the people have 
delegated authority. If the people elect 
representatives who are willing to put 
their vote and influence upon the block 
for purchase, they are sentencing their 
democracy to certain death. Nothing 
brings democracy into so much disrepute 
and makes it so unworthy of confidence 
as evil politicians. One of the criticisms 
the totalitarians of recent days have con- 
stantly hurled at the democracies is that 
of “corruption,” and specifically the buy- 
ing and selling of votes to the highest 
bidder by the elected representatives of 
the people. When Benjamin Franklin 
came out of the final meeting of the Con- 
stitutional Convention, he was asked by 
someone, “Well, doctor, what do we 
have? A monarchy or a republic?” And 
Franklin, it is said, answered, “A repub- 
lic, if you can keep it.” 

Corrupted politics bring evil adminis- 
tration and administrators of the laws. 
Government in the hands of men without 
integrity, honor, or principle means un- 
fairness, crime, and lawlessness. Under 
such a government no man’s home, fam- 
ily, or livelihood is safe. William Penn 
once said, “We must be ruled by God, 
or we will be ruled by tyrants.” 

Corrupted politics eventually bring 
bad laws. And that is the end of a 
democracy. 


How to Get Into Politics 

How will you get into politics? There 
are many ways. Men have come into 
politics through business, as for instance 
Wendell Willkie; through law as Thomas 
Dewey; through military service as 
George Marshall, Secretary of State; 
through labor, agriculture, banking, and 
medicine. Anybody can, if he desires, 
get into politics. Many people get into 
politics merely as a kind of avocation or 
side line, and become local or state lead- 
ers. They are able, intelligent leaders 
who have no desire to make a full-time 
work of politics for themselves or to come 
into national political prominence. 

While a Christian who desires to go 
into politics should not be a mere par- 
tisan, he should have discovered in him- 
self political beliefs which would make 
his presence more congenial in a party 
espousing a program similar to his own 
political credo. Under our present laws 
and according to present party practice 


in the country it is possible for men with 
a wide range of differing political ideas to 
be found in the same party. Being a 
member of a party makes the path to 
political office, according to our laws and 
voting customs, a much simpler task than 
if one sought elective office as an inde- 
pendent candidate. 

But to the young man who, possessing 
ability, personality, and _ intelligence, 
wishes to make a career of politics, we 
may say this: 

1. Pray before you start on such a 
career that God in Christ will keep you 
faithful and true to Him and His Word. 

2. Resolve that with God’s help you 
will be at all times honest, fair, and 
Christ-guided in your dealings, with your 
fellow-men. 

8. Be determined and willing to work 
hard. Many of the most successful men 
in politics are extremely hard workers. 
Writing letters, studying the laws, call- 
ing upon constituents to discover their 
problems, giving numerous speeches, are 
all a part of the political scene. The man 
who is a success in politics is doing these 
things all the time. 

4, Make it your business to learn to 
speak well before many types of audi- 
ences. 

5. Be genuinely interested in people 
and concerned about their welfare. “Love 
thy neighbor.” 

6. Familiarize yourself with the proc- 
esses of government. Attend public meet- 
ings of local legislative bodies. : 

7. Run for office. Nothing will teach 
you as much about politics as running 
for office. Put forth every effort toward 
making the best possible campaign. Call 
on every home in your territory if it is 
for a local office. See as many people as 
is possible. Secure a small group of 
friends to help you get your name, your 
picture, and your principles before the 
people. Be ready to speak to any group 
which invites you. 

More than fifty per cent of our youths 
do not vote when they arrive at the voting 
age, it is charged. This is seriously harm- 
ful to our nation and to democracy. 
Christian young people should vote and 
should run for office. The political sit- 
uation in the nation and in the world 
calls for more Christians in public office. 

A Christian politician will be honest 
with the public. He will be above class 
and sectionalism. His vote will ever be 
based on honest conviction. He will 
never trade or sell his vote. He will never 
stoop to graft. “His one fear will be 
that he may not do right.” He will have 
a world view. He will be loyal and true 
to his Saviour and his Church all his life 
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with God’s help. He will be unafraid of 
criticism or calumny. He will be a true 
statesman of his country and a steward 
of God. 


@® HOW OTHERS SAY IT 

“The Christian citizen will also hold 
office. As distasteful as political life is 
in many respects, it will be changed only 
through the entrance of good men and 


women into office.”—Studies in Social © 


Problems, Heisey and Traver. 


“Our obligation to our nation is a 
Christian obligation. It is a stain on our 
Christian loyalties when we fail to re- 
spect our nation when that nation is not 
acting against our consciences. In a 
democracy, Christian citizenship is a 
prized privilege. A failure to vote, to 
hold office, to pay taxes, or to perform 
any of the duties of citizenship is a fail- 
ure in religion.” —A. J. Traver. 


Is this trueP “And he gave it for his 
opinion that whoever could make two 
ears of corn, or two blades of grass, to 
grow upon a spot of ground where only 
one grew before, would deserve better 
of mankind, and do more essential serv- 
ice to his country, than the whole race 
of politicians put together.” 

—From Swift’s Voyage to Brobdingnag. 


“The world is wearied of statesmen 
whom democracy has degraded into 
politicians.” —Disraeli in Lothair 

“The purification of politics is an iri- 
descent dream.” —J. J. Ingals. 

“To what extent the individual citizen 
will hold himself ready to take an active 
part in politics, even to the extent of 
holding office, should the opportunity 


offer, must be determined by his general 


fitness, his personal position, and the 
other responsibilities which he owes the 
community by reason of the work in 
which he is customarily engaged. But 
no considerations of merely personal 
comfort, no desire to avoid obligations 
for merely selfish reason, should be al- 
lowed to stand in the way. Political 
responsibility is an opportunity for serv- 
ice, and should always be so regarded.” 

—Social Problems, E. E. Fischer. 


A man came in to see me and said, 
“I am a propagandist. It has been my 
job for years to turn public opinion in 
the direction in which I, or other people, 
want it to go. I don’t do it by appealing 
to reason as you people out here think it 
ought to be done; I appeal to prejudices. 
It isn’t nice but then people aren’t nice. 
I know how to get results.” My visitor, 
it seemed, had something he wanted to 
put over with the Protestant churches. I 
didn’t take his proposition seriously but 
I was interested in the sort of thing a 
man of his calibre could do in Chicago. 
I asked, “Do you know William Hale 
Thompson?” “Yes,” he replied. “In fact, 
I was responsible for his election because 
I coined the phrase that put him over: 
‘Punch King George on the snoot.’”— 
Christian Roots of Democracy in America, 
A. E. Holt. 


@ THE BIBLE SPEAKS 


Matthew 22:21. Jesus here states the truth that 
there are things of this life which in a sense 
may be said to belong to the rulers of the 
world, the Caesars. While everything in the 
final analysis belongs to God and is His since 
He made it and will claim it again, yet God 
has placed under the control of all men as 
individuals certain of the things of this life, to 
a greater or lesser degree. For these things we 
will be held to account to God. Caesar, in the 
time of Jesus, was a steward and accountable 
to God, whether he recognized it or not. And 
for the things for which Caesar was accountable, 


his subjects, says Jesus here, are responsible 
to him. 


I Peter 2:13-18. Peter expressly emphasizes 
that it is the will of God that we submit our- 
selves as Christians to civil laws that are not 
violative of the basic, God-given rights of man. 
Rulers, note, are sent by God for the punish- 
ment of evildoers and for the praise of those 
that do well. They are, in a unique sense, the 
ministers and agents of God if they rule well. 


Romans 13:1-7. Christians are exhorted by 
St. Paul in strong language to render obedience 
to civil government since it is ordained by God. 
A ruler, says Paul, is “the minister of God to 
thee for good,” and is “a revenger to execute 
wrath upon him that does evil.” 


Titus 3:1. Christians in the early days naturally 
wondered, when they confessed faith in Jesus 
as Lord and King, if they were not then really 
part of a new theocracy and no longer bound 
to obey any earthly power or to give any 
earthly allegiance. The apostle answers the 
problem briefly here by stating that obedience 
to lawful civil government is to be classed as 
a good work. All Christians have a higher 
allegiance than that owed to any earthly thing, 
person, or power; yet civic duties and respon- 
sibilities are of such nature that they are willed 
and desired of us by God. 


Psalm $3:12. While this was spoken with spe- 
cial reference to the Children of Israel as a 
nation, yet the language is sufficiently inclusive 
that we may legitimately extend its application 
to any nation whose God is the Lord revealed 
to us in the Scriptures. “Blessed is that na- 
tion.” How effectively governmental leaders 
can assist the church in its program to win the 
Christless millions of America! Such assistance 
would be the highest kind of patriotism. 


Acts 10:1, 2. Cornelius, a centurion, may be 
said to have been in politics. He is spoken also 
of being a devout man, one that feared God, 
one whose alms and prayers went up as a 
memorial before God. It is possible for a good 
man to be in politics, and do many good works; 
and to receive special mercy from God as did 
Cornelius, who was brought to faith in Christ 
through the teaching of Peter. 


Acts 5:29. Here is the all-regulative passage 
that tells us certain things expressly and im- 
pliedly. It tells us that our primary obedience 
is owed to God. All authority stems from Him, 
therefore ultimately all obedience is owed to 
Him. From the viewpoint of the citizen or the 
subject, no obedience can be given to any law 
that is contrary to God’s law. From the view- 
point of the ruler, no law can be enacted or 
legislated that is contrary to God’s law. 


THE CHAOS OF CULTS: 
(I) CHRISTIAN SCIENCE TODAY 


| John 4:1-16 


By REV. CARL J. SCHINDLER, S.T.M., Wilkes-Barre, Pa. 


® PREPARATION 

Make thorough preparation of this 
topic. It may be well to have one person 
present it, and follow it with a Forum in 
which all may take part. If there are 
persons in your group who are being 
disturbed by this “ism,” be sure to have 
some pamphlets to distribute so that they 
may be taken home and read. This ap- 
proach will prove quite helpful where 
other members of a family may have 
gone off on this tangent. (Write to the 
United Lutheran Publication House for 
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pamphlets exposing the teachings of 

Christian Science. It has such material 

for sale. ) 

@® PROGRAM 

Quiet Music 

Hymn: “Beautiful Saviour!” (PSH 184) 

Responsive Reading: Psalm 19 (Page 33, PSH) 

Gloria Patri (Sung or said) 

The Lesson: I John 4:1-16 

Prayer: Free, or No. 87 (Page 29, PSH) 

Hymn: “God, Who Made the Earth” (PSH 251) 

The Topic Presentation: 

Forum (Discussion) 

The Offering: 

Hymn: “Lord, With Glowing Heart I’d Praise 
Thee” (PSH 241) 

The Mizpah Benediction 


@ THE TOPIC 


Many years ago a pastor moved into 
a new community; he was happy in his 
work; he liked the people and his con- 
tentment would have been complete had 
it not been for the fact that the road to 
the slaughterhouse passed the parsonage. 
Very often when the pastor sat in his 
garden, reading a book or thinking about 
his next sermon, he saw the cattle on 
their last journey and, being a friendly, 
sympathetic sort of man, he was dis- 
turbed and worried by this sight. After 
much thought, he decided to grow a high 
hedge around the yard. Now it was pos- 
sible for him to enjoy the peace of his 
garden, because he was no longer aware 
of the hapless animals who passed un- 
noticed on the other side. Christian Sci- 
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ence is that sort of philosophy. Developed 
by a sensitive woman, practiced by well- 
meaning people, it solves the problem of 
evil and pain by denying its existence. 


The Birth of Eddyism 

Mary Baker Eddy (1821-1910) com- 
bines in her thinking the idealistic tradi- 
tion of her Nineteenth-Century New Eng- 
land background, the contempt for the 
material and the practical that is often 
part of a one-sided idealism, and the pre- 
occupation with problems of health that 
one finds in many neurotic individuals. 
Her keen mind was denied a formal edu- 
cation in philosophy for which she had 
a real flair, and her own system of thought 
combines many elements from various 
sources—the Bible, British philosophers, 
particularly Berkley, a current French 
fad known as mesmerism, and New Eng- 
land theology of the Congregationalist 
persuasion. Like a housewife who puts 
different ingredients in a cake, Mary 
Baker Eddy brought all this together, 
stirred it until one can hardly tell one 
from the other, and the result is Christian 
Science. 


The Basic Philosophy of Eddyism 

The key to an understanding of Chris- 
tian Science is the recognition that there 
is no such thing as “matter.” If things 
appear to us to have a material form or 
nature, we are deluded, in “mortal er- 
ror.” God is spirit and man is made in 
his image, and, therefore, man is not 
material but spiritual. “Disease, sin, 
death, evil, deny God—therefore, cannot 
be true. They are an error, a false sense 
of existence.” From these premises, 
Christian Science denies the reality of 
illness. The sick person has fallen victim 
to the common human misconception 
that there is a material world. To free 
him of this delusion is to free him of 
his sickness. It is in the most literal sense 
a theory of “mind over matter.” So sure 
is Mary Baker Eddy of this belief that 
she claims it to be demonstrable, and 
for that reason she calls it “Science.” “In 
the nineteenth century,” she writes, “I 
affix for all time the name ‘science’ to 
Christianity and ‘error’ to personal sense 
(that means to anything my sense-organs 
tell me) and call the world to battle on 
the issue.” 

God is described in words carefully 
chosen to avoid the remotest notion of 
personality or matter. He is “Divine, 
supreme, infinite mind, spirit, soul, prin- 
ciple, life, truth, love.” Man is the per- 
fect offspring of God. There is no sin, 
only error, which is the mistaken notion 
that matter is real. God is not outside 
His creation, but in it; creator and crea- 
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tion are one. Prayer is the spiritual un- 
derstanding of God as love and mind and 
faith, the assurance that God never sends 
evil. 


An Evaluation of Christian Science 

In a materialistic age, Christian Science 
is right in emphasizing the spiritual na- 
ture of man. In a collectivistic age that 
thinks in terms of groups and classes, it 
finds values in every individual. It antic- 
ipates certain findings of modern med- 
icine in the discovery that worry, ambi- 
tion, jealousy, and other mental states 
can produce physical symptoms. It is 
right in stressing that peace of mind can 
only be achieved by trust‘in God. Chris- 
tian Science is confused in its rejection 
of matter. The Bible tells us that God 
Himself created a material world. Chris- 
tian Science errs in denying the ex- 
istence of a God who is outside His 
creation. It fails to admit the existence 
of real evil in the minds of men and the 
society they have created. It has no 
conception of a Saviour, because it ac- 
knowledges no sin from which men must 
be redeemed. Its denial of the reality 
of physical illness is manifestly absurd 
in the face of common experience and 
medical research. 


The Founder of Christian Science 

Mary Baker Eddy was born in 1821 
in Bow, New Hampshire. She was a sen- 
sitive child, whose natural tendencies to- 
wards precocious introspection were 
strengthened by the strict Calvinist re- 
ligious outlook of her parents. Her first 
husband died shortly after the marriage 
and left her a widow and mother when 
she was only 23 years of age. She was 
divorced from her second husband and 
married a third time in 1877. 

She attributes her interest in Christian 
Science to a fall she suffered with such 
disastrous consequences that her family 
and physician despaired of her life. Her 
immediate death was expected when she 


asked for a Bible and read the passage 
of Christ’s cure of the paralytic boy. 
This story impressed her so deeply that 
she recovered without delay. “The Bible 
was my textbook, but the Scriptures had 
a new meaning for me. Their spiritual 
significance appeared.” She began to 
lecture on the topic of faith and health 
and after some initial obstacles organized 
the First Church of Christ, Scientist, in 
Boston—the Mother Church. It was di- 
rected by a board of five businessmen 
who, by the will of the founder, estab- 
lished themselves as a self-perpetuating 
Board of Trustees. All local churches and 
readers are under the jurisdiction of the 
First Church, Boston. In 1930 there were 
2,400 local churches of which 2,000 were 
in the United States. 

Mary Baker Eddy finally retired to 
Chestnut Hill, a suburb of Philadelphia, 
where she died in December, 1910. 
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® QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 


1) Is the Christian Science Movement 
a Church? 

2) Should Christian Science be recom- 
mended to people who suffer from neu- 
rotic ailments? 

8) Is Christian Science charitable in 
its views of human failings as errors? 

4) What accounts for the rapid rise 
and popularity of Christian Science? 

5) Are there any elements in this 
movement that should be incorporated in 
the teachings of the Lutheran Church? 


The Religio-Medical 


THE CHAOS OF CULTS: 
(2) SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTISM 


Mark 13:31-37 
By REV. HAROLD L. CREAGER, D.D., Columbia, S. C. 


@ PLANNING THE MEETING 


The Scripture may be introduced with some 
comments on the importance of the teaching 
about the Second Coming, the misunderstand- 
ings about it, and the extent to which it is 
popularly neglected. The topic includes both 
history and teachings, for one can hardly be 
understood without the other. The various sec- 
tions should be presented by different individ- 
uals; the longer sections may be divided. It 
should be arranged to have the “Thought Nug- 
gets from the Bible’? discussed in connection 
with the sections to which they are related. 
The leader should present the introductory 


thoughts and the concluding section. 


© SUGGESTED PROGRAM 


Hymn: “Rejoice, the Lord is King” (192 PSH) 

Psalm 98 

Scripture: Mark 18:31-37 

Prayer: (Collect No. 1, p. 23, and No. 20, p. 
26, PSH) 

Hymn: “Rejoice, All Ye Believers’? (7 PSH) 

Topic and Discussion: 

Offering: 

Hymn: “O Day of Rest and Gladness” (325 
PSH) 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


® THE TOPIC 

The only way to get real understanding 
of such a group as the Seventh-Day Ad- 
ventists is to enter with as much sym- 
pathy and appreciation as possible into 
their viewpoint. To help us in making 
our approach in a friendly spirit of Chris- 
tian love, let us keep in mind their sin- 
cerity, their earnest zeal, and their loy- 
alty to truth as they see it. 


Background and Beginnings 

In the early 1800’s there were many 
attempts to interpret various Bible pas- 
sages as predictions of modern times. 
Calculations were made on the basic as- 
sumption that a prophetic “day” always 
means a year. In 1831 William Miller, 
an active Baptist layman in Low Hamp- 
ton, N. Y., began to lecture extensively 
on the Second Coming of Christ, declar- 
ing that it would occur about 1848. 
Interest became intense, especially after 
the great shower of “falling stars” in the 
night of Nov. 18-14, 1883; this was con- 
sidered one of the signs of the end (Mark 
18:25). 

The date 1843 was determined by an 
incorrect use of two passages in Daniel. 
(This is a type of Bible study to which 
we are not accustomed, but a few points 
should not be too difficult to follow.) 
The first passage is 9:24-27. “The com- 
mandment to restore and build Jeru- 
salem” (verse 25) was taken to mean 
the decree of Artaxerxes, recorded in 
Ezra 7:11-26 and supposedly issued in 
457 s.c. The 69 “weeks” were 483 
“days,” meaning 483 years; starting at 
457, they ran to a.p. 27, the baptism of 
Jesus. Then “the midst” of the 70th 
“week,” some three years later, was sup- 
posed to mean His crucifixion—when the 
Jewish system of sacrifice ceased to be 
the divinely used method of atonement 
for sin (verse 27). When the figures 
worked out this way, they thought it 
“proved” 457 was the right starting point. 

Turning then to Daniel 8:14, the 2,300 
mornings and evenings were taken as 
2,300 day-years, and assumed to begin 
also at 457. This period would run to 
1843 (actually 1844, but their arithmetic 
was inaccurate). “Then shall the sanc- 
tuary be cleansed”; this was taken to 
mean that the earth would be purified 
by the Second Coming of Christ. 

Every item in this interpretation is 
wrong. The decree of Artaxerxes said 
nothing about rebuilding Jerusalem. Mod- 
ern scholars generally date Ezra and this 
decree in 397, not 457. The “command- 
ment” referred to in Daniel actually is 
that which God gave prophetically 
through Jeremiah (30:18). The last 
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“week” does not point to the ministry of 
Jesus—we must not be misled by “Mes- 
siah” in the King James translation; it 
certainly refers to the profaning of the 
temple by Antiochus in 168 3.c. Then 
the temple was cleansed by the Macca- 
bees in 165. Most probably the 2,300 
mornings and evenings indicate 1,150 
actual days, not years and refer to this 
same period. There is actually not a 
thing that properly points to 1843 for the 
Second Advent. 

But these people knew nothing of 
scientific historical interpretation of the 
Bible. Large numbers were convinced 
that Christ would return in 1848, or at 
least before the end of the Jewish sacred 
year in March, 1844. Nothing happened. 
Then the Advent date was postponed and 
set positively for October 22, 1844—the 
Jewish Day of Atonement, when the sanc- 
tuary was cleansed (Lev. 16:16). Again 
nothing happened; and most of the “Mil- 
lerites” lost all faith in the movement. 


A New Interpretation 

Some, however, though bitterly disap- 
pointed, were undismayed. Their faith 
was basically in a great Christian doc- 
trine, rather than in a date. The Bible 
assures us, first, of the Second Coming 
as a fact; second, of its power and glory, 
bringing joy to the believer and judgment 
to the unbeliever; third, of the uncer- 
tainty of its time. Yet the method of in- 
terpretation they employed pointed to 
1844 as a significant date; if not for the 
Second Advent, it must be for something 
connected with it. Before long it was 
declared that, from His ascension until 
1844, Christ was ministering in the outer 
court of the sanctuary in heaven (men- 
tioned in Heb. 8:1, 2; 9:23, 24, etc.); 
but that then he passed into the Most 
Holy place, to cleanse it and to complete 
the work of atonement for sin. This is 
in preparation for His Second Advent, 
which must occur “after a brief time,” 
and will be followed by “the millen- 
nium. 

Several remarks are appropriate here. 
First, after changing the time, they 
changed both the nature of the event 
and its location—the whole previous idea 
was wrong. Second, no one could check 
on the reality of an event in heaven. 
Third, the “heavenly sanctuary” is cer- 
tainly a figurative expression; their idea 
is too materialistic. Fourth, Christ is said 
in Heb. 6:19, 20 to have entered already 
“within the veil,” which would signify 
the Most Holy place if the figure of the 
Old Testament tabernacle is carried 
through. Fifth, the work of atonement 
has actually been done completely, once 


for all. This indispensable cornerstone of 
the system is quite contrary to Scripture. 


The Seventh-Day Sabbath 

In the summer of 1844 agitation was 
started to observe the Jewish Sabbath, the 
seventh day of the week, rather than 
Sunday. This soon became a second main 
focus of emphasis among most Adven- 
tists, although there is no necessary con- 
nection between the two ideas. There are 
some Adventist groups which do not’ ad- 
vocate the seventh-day observance, and 
there are Seventh-Day Baptists who are 
not Adventists. In a statement of “Fun- 
damental Beliefs” published in the “Year- 
book” of the Seventh-Day Adventists, it 
is declared that the Ten Commandments 
are the unchangeable will of God, uni- 
versally binding, and the seventh-day 
Sabbath is an absolute requirement. They 
are very aggressive in this matter, and 
denounce the keeping of Sunday as the 
mark of Antichrist and as “worshiping 
the beast.” 

The Sabbath, they suppose, goes back 
in regular seven-day intervals to Creation, 
in spite of the fact that there is no indica- 
tion of any Sabbath observed by people 
before Moses had led the Israelites out 
of Egypt (Ex. 16:23). The fact that 
Paul condemns legal regulations about 
the Sabbath in Col. 2:16 (compare also 
Gal. 4:10) is completely ignored. Most 
Christians believe that the ordinance 
about the seventh day, as such, is 
neither essential nor permanent; it is 
a ceremonial regulation which is set aside 
in Christ. The day made sacred by the 
Resurrection and by the gift of the Holy 
Spirit is the most appropriate as a special 
day of worship. The spiritual values of 
“the Lord’s Day” are more important 
than mechanical counting of Jewish Sab- 
baths. 

There are practical difficulties, also, in 
any rigid, literal Sabbath such as these 
people uphold. Travelers around the 
world gain or lose a day, depending on 
which direction they go, and a strictly 
regular seven-day cycle is impossible for 
them. Near the International Date Line 
the beginning of any given date differs 
by almost 24 hours for people only a few 
miles apart, so that their Sabbaths could 
not coincide at all. Since the Sabbath is 
to begin at sunset (Lev. 23:32), people 
in the Arctic regions, where for weeks at 
a time there is no sunset in summer and 
no daylight in winter, are in a hopeless 
predicament. To us who take a spiritual 
view of the Lord’s Day, these things 
offer no trouble; but in a literal and legal- 
istic system there is no really reasonable 
solution to such problems. 


Twenty-three 


Further Developments 

A few weeks after the great disappoint- 
ment in 1844, Ellen Harmon, a neurotic 
17-year-old girl, began having “visions.” 
She frequently went into a trance state, 
lasting up to two hours, in which she said 
she received divine revelations. Soon she 
married a prominent leader, James White, 
and the two of them dominated the move- 
ment for many years. She claimed com- 
plete divine inspiration and _ infallible 
authority; and her writings came to con- 
stitute almost a second Bible, so that to 
reject the revelations of this inspired 
prophetess was to rebel against God. 

Mrs. White’s self-contradictions became 
rather embarrassing. For 10 years she had 
many visions about the Sabbath, declaring 
it should begin at 6 p.m. Then she changed 
it to sunset. Again, she tried to reform 
women’s dresses, declaring “by revela- 
tion” that they should be about nine 
inches from the floor. She advocated and 
practiced this for several years, and many 
of the women followed her; but conser- 
vative social pressure was too great, and 
finally they lengthened their dresses again. 
As a matter of fact, she usually repeated 
in trance the ideas received by sugges- 
tion in previous discussions. Her experi- 
ences can be explained by psychology, 
without divine revelation. 

Although Adventism was at first a 
movement within the established 
churches, many people left them after 
embracing these doctrines, and others 
were expelled. A new church was formed, 
and missionary work was carried on very 
vigorously. Much of it is “proselytizing,” 
that is, “converting” members from other 
Christian churches. The movement con- 
tinued to grow, in spite of some internal 
difficulties and of the hardships entailed 
by refraining from business on the Satur- 
day-Sabbath. Now there are a little over 
200,000 members in the United States, 
and some $50,000 in the rest of the world. 


Other Teachings” 
Many standard Christian teachings, of 


course, are found in this group; for ex- 
ample, the Bible as inspired and au- 
thoritative; the Trinity; Jesus as very God 
and the atoning Savior; the need of re- 
generation; justification by grace; and the 
work of the Holy Spirit in the heart. 

Since 1844 Christ is carrying out a 
work of “investigative judgment,” they 
say, to determine who are worthy of eter- 
nal life—as though God did not already 
know. The righteous will rise at the Sec- 
ond Advent, the wicked 1,000 years later. 
Man is not immortal, except as Christ 
gives, eternal life (this is called condi- 
tional immortality); finally Satan and all 
impenitent sinners will completely cease 
to exist. 

They believe in baptism by immersion. 
They practice foot-washing. They are 
conscientious objectors to war, taking 
seriously the command, “Thou shalt not 
kill.” Tithing is commanded—which partly 
explains how a small and poor group has 
had the money to accomplish so much. 
The body, the temple of the Holy Spirit, 
must not be defiled with liquor, tobacco, 
or narcotics. There has been a good deal 
of practical work for good health, along 
with a return to Jewish dietary restric- 
tions. 


Using the Bible 

We must pay tribute to the earnest 
devotion shown by these people in search- 
ing and studying the Scriptures. But we 
believe they have the wrong approach. 
They distort the whole message by taking 
a few fragments of doctrine and making 
them dominant, instead of getting a total 
view of the divine redemptive work and 
making it the guide. They have a literal 
and legalistic attitude, not a spiritual one, 
and emphasize laws rather than the free- 
dom of the gospel. 

In particular they have a wrong view 
of prophecy. Prophecy is the declaration 
of God’s messages—and mostly to the 
people living in the prophets’ own times. 
There are some future messages, but 
there is no celestial timetable given. 


The Bible is not so intended. In the view 
of almost all scholars, the book of Daniel 
concerns the Maccabean period (170-160 
B.c.), and the book of Revelation con- 
cerns the persecutions shortly before a.p. 
100. Neither of them was ever meant to 
give a chart of future history. Sometimes 
in Daniel a “day” is used as a symbol of 
a year, but this does not really warrant 
the extensive artificial calculations in 
which these and other self-styled “stu- 
dents of prophecy” indulge. Sincere and 
intelligent study of the Bible shows the 
truth of the evangelical faith. 

Sometimes, however, all of us may 
neglect some parts of the teachings in 
the Bible. We can profitably be led, even 
by extremists, to consider some elements 
of the Christian life in which we may 
be weak. 


@ THOUGHT NUGGETS FROM 
THE BIBLE 


Philippians 4:4, 5; I John 2:18. The early 
church lived in constant joyful expectation of 
Christ’s Return. This may be seen also in 
James 5:8; I Peter 4:7; etc. The time has been 
longer than they anticipated; the church still 
waits. 


II Timothy 4:7, 8. Do we love the appearing 
of the Lord? Or are we indifferent to the Bible 
teaching on His Second Coming? A lively faith 
in this has usually led to enthusiastic service 
for Him. 


Mark 2:23-28. The Sabbath is not a harsh, 
restrictive institution, beneath which man must 
bow. It is not greater than man, but is for 
his welfare. 


Romans 14:4-10. Paul rebukes those who sit in 
judgment on the conscientious practices of 
other Christians. He says that either observance 
or nonobservance of a formula of action can 
express the Christian’s devotion to the Lord. 
True faith and love ‘do not permit harsh de- 
nunciation of others. 


I Timothy 6:12-16. God alone is entirely death- 
less in Himself. But we believe that to all 
persons He created He gave continuous ex- 
istence. 


I Corinthians 6:19, 20. This is a spiritual prin- 
ciple, and is not a basis for a legalistic rule. 
But do we take it seriously enough? 


Galatians 3:23-27. Legal regulations served a 
temporary purpose. But when we have Christ 
in our life, and are “grown up” spiritually, we 
are beyond that. 


THE CHAOS OF CULTS: 
(3) JEHOVAH'S WITNESSES 


Joshua 24:19-25 
By REV. ARTHUR M. HUFFMAN, Louisville, Kentucky 


® SUGGESTED PROGRAM 

Soft Music 

Hymn: “Jesus Saviour, Pilot Me” 280 (PSH) 

Scripture: Joshua 24:19-25 

Responsive Reading: Psalm 1 (Page 33, PSH) 

Gloria Patri 

Prayer: 
O God, Who art the Author and Giver of all 
good things: graft in our hearts the love of 
Thy Name, increase in us true religion, nour- 
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ish us with all goodness, and of Thy great 
mercy keep us in the same; through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
(No. 36, Page 29, PSH) 

Hymn: “O That the Lord Would Guide My 
Ways” 232 (PSH) 

Discussion of Topic 

Hymn: “Lord, Keep us Steadfast in Thy Word” 
121 (PSH) 

League Benediction in unison: 


Let the words of my mouth, and the medita- 
tion of my heart, be acceptable in Thy sight; 
O Lord, my Strength, and my Redeemer. 
Amen. 


@ WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS 


I John 4:1-3. We should not accept any teach- 
ings of religion without proper investigation. 
Before we are willing to surrender our faith 
we should test the new doctrines. The Apostle 
speaks of a definite approach to new teachings. 
Faith in Jesus Christ, the divine Son of God 
who came to this earth to bring salvation to 
lost humanity, is basic. All other tenets of our 
faith are builded on this fundamental fact. 


Matthew 24:23-24, Christ himself warned his 
followers that there would be false teachers. 
He told them that these would come with per- 
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suasion and power, that they often would be in 
such positions and demonstrate such powers 
that some of the chosen of God would be fooled. 
The Christian Church today is not free of these 
false leaders. 


.Galatians 1:6-9. From the very beginning there 
have been individuals and organizations that 
have tried to destroy the faith in Jesus Christ 
the Saviour of the world. These sects are just 
as zealous today as they were in the time of 
the Apostle Paul. There is only one true gospel 
and all else must be rejected. To surrender 
Jorus Christ as Saviour is to give up eternal life 
itself, 


Romans 10:1-38. Paul knew from his own ex- 
perience that zeal was not enough. As a young 
man he was the most zealous of all his nation 
for the observance of the law. He found out 
through Jesus Christ how wrong he was. His 
allegiance was changed and his zeal was di- 
rected to the spreading of the true gospel of 
love through Jesus Christ. 


Romans 13:1-2. Governments are for our good. 
Without them we would not have any assurance 
of safety either of life or property. All the good 
that is in government is of God. Therefore we 
should be subject to the laws of the land in 
which we live as long as they do not require of 
is a surrender of our allegiance to the true 
od. 


I Corinthians 1:19-21. Man has the power of 
reason. His power to know and to determine 
for himself has been corrupted by sin. Even 
from the Garden of Eden the human race has 
desired to be supreme. When Man’s reason is 
on the throne God is dethroned. The true be- 
liever in God is one who seeks guidance and 
salvation from Him who is Omniscient, Omni- 
potent, and Omnipresent. 


II John 10-11. Our homes are our most in- 
timate abodes, Those we invite into our homes 
are, as it were, taken into our bosoms. Even 
though we feel strong enough to resist their 
false teachings we often imbibe much from con- 
versation alone. The warning of the Apostle 
was that, when we harbor those who teach a 
different doctrine, we are partakers in their 
errors. 


® THE TOPIC 
Organization 

Among the religious groups of late 
origin that seem to be growing at the 
present time is one known as “Jehovah’s 
Witnesses.” Their Year Book of 1940 
claims that their message is reaching “in- 
creasingly larger numbers” at all times. 
The United States is organized into six 
major regions, each of which is divided 
into a number of zones. They also claim 
to have representatives in twenty-seven 
foreign countries. 

The headquarters of this organization 
is in Brooklyn, N. Y. The place is known 
as the “Bethel” family, which constitutes 
the number of workers in the offices and 
factories who receive food, shelter, and 
a small monthly allowance for devoting 
their entire time to spreading the infor- 
mation of the coming theocracy. They 
believe and teach that the time for the 
great millennium is about to dawn and 
that they are chosen to play an important 
part in the establishment of a perfect 
government in the world. There are also 
many who are part-time workers scat- 
tered all over the country who each year 
donate thousands of hours in spreading 
the propaganda of the theocracy by dis- 
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tributing books and tracts and by making 
calls. 


Name 

They do not claim to be a church or 
denomination. They believe themselves 
to be called by Jehovah to be witnesses 
of the end of the present dispensation, 
hence the name “Jehovah's Witnesses.” 
This name was taken in 1931. Prior to 
that time they were known as the Inter- 
national Bible Students’ Association, Peo- 
ple’s Pulpit of Brooklyn, Watchtower 
Bible and Tract Society, Millennium 
Dawnism, and Russellites. 


Origin 

The spiritual father of this sect was 
Charles T. Russell. He was a voluminous 
writer. He was the author of the “Study 
in Scriptures” which had a very wide cir- 
culation over a quarter-century ago. 

Russell died in 1916, failing to accom- 
plish all he had predicted he would do 
as God’s special representative here on 
this earth. He claimed for himself a place 
next to St. Paul among the great men of 
the New Testament era. “Judge” J. F. 
Rutherford, also a voluminous writer, 
took up the leadership after the passing 
of Russell. His books do not contain any 
essentially important teachings which had 
not already been discussed by his pred- 
ecessor. He died in 1946. His death has 
not affected the movement very seriously, 
for the group was well organized and is 
continuing along the same lines developed 
by their former leaders. Among their 
publications, two of the most prominent 
periodicals are Watchtower and Consola- 
tion. These are faithfully distributed by 
their membership along with the sale of 
books and the circulation of free tracts 
and leaflets. They have no churches. 
Their entering wedge into the lives and 
fellowship of the community is usually 
appearing as teachers of the Scriptures 
in a home which has permitted an en- 
trance. They seldom announce who they 
are until they have a following. 


Reason and Not Faith 

Their claim to be Bible Students and 
stating that the Bible is their only source 
of doctrine has fooled many an unedu- 
cated or unsuspecting -individual. A 
proper examination of their literature and 
system clearly reveals that Russell, who 
was their first leader, developed a system 
of faith which he presented in biblical 
language based on his own preconceived 
ideas. Thus we find a fully developed 
system based entirely on reason and not 
on revelation. “Russellite theology is not 
a doctrine of God’s grace in Christ, but a 
system of work-righteousness. Jehovah’s 


Witnesses are not interested in a gospel 
which proclaims forgiveness of sin, but 
in one which assures man of temporal 
bliss. The Russellite conception is as 
carnal as that of Mormonism, Moham- 
medanism, Hinduism, or savage paganism 
in central Africa.”1 It is a haven which 
human reason alone has invented. 


Their Idea of a Theocracy 

The pet theory of both Russell and 
Rutherford was. that Satan, the prime 
ruler and prince of this world, has or- 
ganized the visible part of his kingdom 
by founding the churches, the political 
and commercial organizations. Through 
this triple alliance he has successfully 
opposed, for a time, God’s theocracy. 
They have been chosen witnesses to aid 
in the overthrow of all those powers 
which are contrary to the plan of God for 
this world. They claim that the church 
and the political and commercial powers 
have been responsible for all wars, which 
are the works of Satan. Their appeal to 
the First Amendment of our Federal con- 
stitution that “Congress shall make no 
law respecting an establishment of re- 
ligion, or prohibiting the free exercise 
thereof,” etc., is one of their methods of 
spreading propaganda for their views. But 
as they declare that a theocracy will be 
established during the coming millen- 
nium, they attack violently all forms of 
organized government. 

Their refusal to salute the flag of any 
nation is based on the idea that all pres- 
ent governments are instruments of Satan 
and they are not permitted to recognize 
any government except God’s theocracy. 


Like Seventh-Day Adventists 

The teachings of Jehovah’s Witnesses 
are similar in some respects to those of 
the Seventh-Day Adventists. The leader- 
ship does not acknowledge this, but an 
examination of the tenets of both reveal 
a close similarity. Like the Adventists, 
they are constantly counting numbers and 
setting dates when the millennium will 
begin. When one date predicted comes 
and passes on without visible appearances 
of the theocracy, another date in the 
future is set. 


Summary of Teachings 

A summary of the teachings of Jeho- 
vah’s Witnesses from the books of Ruther- 
ford is as follows: 

“Jehovah created this world to be the 
everlasting home of man on the condi- 
tion that man prove his obedience to 
God under trial. Lucifer, the lord of the 
visible world, became disobedient to God 
and challenged Jehovah to put a creature 


1 Jehovah’s Witnesses, by Mayer, p. 2. 
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into the world which would not_blas- 
pheme and reproach God. God gave 
Satan the opportunity to do his utmost 
in defying the name of Jehovah, in order 
that it shall be clearly seen that man can 
obey God’s theocracy. Of course, at the 
present time Satan is still ruling the 
world, and only comparatively few are 
able to recognize the claims of the Lord 
Jehovah. But Satan’s dominion will soon 
be destroyed, and then God’s theocracy 
will be established; mankind will be 
obedient; this world will be the everlast- 
ing kingdom of Jehovah; and God’s orig- 
inal purpose of creation will be realized. 
... All other teachings, his denial of the 
Trinity, of the deity of Christ, of the im- 
mortality of the soul, hell, of the Church, 


stand in relation to this central idea.” 2 


A Warning 

Their zeal is to be commended. It is 
unfortunate that the true Church does not 
have more of it. But their doctrines are 
contrary to all the fundamental teachings 
of God’s Word. The insidious methods 
used by this sect are apt to lead astray 
many who are not aware of their diabolic 
ways. Therefore, those who value their 
evangelical faith should look thoroughly 
into the books, tracts, and periodicals that 
come into their hands and homes. -Any 
literature so compact with false teachings 
as that of the Jehovah’s Witnesses should 
be assigned to the fire. 


® THINKING IT OVER 
1) What are the fundamental teach- 
ings of the Lutheran Church? State them. 


2) Where can you find them in a short 
summary? 

8) Name some of the sects that differ 
greatly from the Lutheran Church. 

4) How tolerant should you be with 
those who differ with us in religious fun- 
damentals? 

5) When are we strongest to resist the 
attacks made against our Lutheran faith? 

6) To whom should we go for guid- 
ance when we believe our faith is being 
attacked? 

7) What is your idea of a religion that 
deceptively presents its teachings? 


2 Jehovah’s Witnesses, by Mayer, p. 7. 

Note: The booklet, Jehovah’s Witnesses, by 
F. E. Mayer, has been used in the preparation 
of this topic. It was written to expose the 
errors of this sect. It may be purchased from 
the United Lutheran Publication House, Phila- 
delphia 7, Pa., for 25 cents. 


THE CHAOS OF CULTS: 
(4) SPIRITUALISM 
Isaiah 8:19-22 
By REV. J. DAVID MUMFORD, Bucyrus, Ohio 


© PREPARATION 


This is a subject that will be new to most 
groups. It will, therefore, require some consci- 
entious effort on the part of the leader. Space 
available does not permit a full and adequate 
treatment of these groups in all their peculiari- 
ties. It would be well to enlist the aid of some- 
one who has had some experience along this 
line, for his information could mean much in 
the development of the idea. The leader should 
be careful that the topic does not become an 
exchange of ghost stories. He can avoid this 
by limiting each section to its proper propor- 
tion of time. A review of the scriptural passages 
and the teachings of Luther will be beneficial 
to a clear understanding and presentation, 


® SUGGESTED PROGRAM 


Invocation: (Read stanzas 1, 4 and 5, Hymn 
508 CSB) 

Hymn: “O Where are Kings and Empires Now” 
(203 CSB) 


Responsive Reading: Psalm 121 

Prayer: “O Almighty God, Whom to know is 
everlasting life: Grant us perfectly to know 
Thy Son, Jesus Christ, to be the Way, the 
Truth, and the Life; that following His steps 
we may steadfastly walk in the way that 
leadeth to eternal life; through the same 
Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord. Amen.” 
(Collect No. 27, CSB) 

Scripture Lesson: John 14:1-6. 

Hymn: ‘Saviour, When in Dust to Thee” (82 
CSB) 

Scripture Lesson: I Corinthians 15:35-58. 

Gloria Patri 

Prayer: “Almighty and Everliving God, Who 
makest us both to will and to do those things 
which are good, and acceptable unto Thy 
Divine Majesty: Let Thy fatherly hand, we 
beseech Thee, ever be over us; let Thy Holy 
Spirit ever be with us; and so lead us in the 
knowledge and obedience of Thy Word, that 
in the end we may obtain everlasting life; 
through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord. 
Amen.” (Collect No, 21, CSB) 

Presentation of Topic 

Discussion and Questions 

Offering 

Hymn: ‘Saviour, Breathe an Evening Blessing” 
(467 CSB) 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
The Mizpah Benediction 


@ THE TOPIC 


Since the beginning of time, men have 
been interested in the problem of the 
spiritual world as distinguished from the 
material world. Indeed, it is true that as 
Christians we insist upon the existence of 
a world beyond the measures of our 
physical universe. Our Saviour, with His 
claims of valid authority over all of life, 
does not exempt the life after death 
from His domain. Thus far all Christian 
people are agreed. 

The Spiritualists, however, as a distinct 
group within the framework of religious 
organizations, project their peculiar doc- 
trines from this general foundation of 
faith in immortality. 


Variety Among Spiritualists 

Varying in individual belief about 
God from those who are orthodox to 
those who are extreme Unitarians, the 
followers of Spiritualism exhibit wide dif- 
ferences among themselves, as well as doc- 
trinal divergence from the various Chris- 
tian communions. Thus it is difficult even 
to define Spiritualism because it has so 
many variations. For the purpose of our 
study here, it may be well simply to state 
that under the heading of Spiritualists 
we include the organized groups that 
hold the doctrine that communication is 
possible between the living and the 
spirits of the dead. Further, that since 


e 


such communication may come in many 
ways, it must be interpreted by a person 
skilled, gifted, or talented in such things. 
This individual is the medium. While 
the accuracy of these communications 
cannot be relied upon as infallible judg- 
ments, the Spiritualists claim that by the 
exercise of reason and judgment, with 
prolonged acquaintance with the me- 
dium, and after identification of the 
spirit, the communications make it possi- 
ble to obtain valuable information. Their 
reasoning here comes from their doctrine 
that there is progressive growth and de- 
velopment of the soul after it has en- 
tered eternal life. 

The Spiritualists claim that ignorance, 
bigotry, fanaticism, slavery, spiritual de- 
pression, fear, in fact all sin, shall dis- 
appear from the earth never to return 
as the world of thought, affection, and 
social relations is progressively purified 
until finally there is “a new heaven and 
earth wherein shall dwell righteousness.” 
This is to come about through accepting 
the leadership of those who speak through 
the mediums and so give us their aid. 
When that time comes, the evils now ap- 
parent shall be known only to those who 
trace the history of our race. There shall 
be, through this Spiritual Intercourse, one 
Body of Believers animated by Universal 
Love and governed by pure Wisdom. 
Truth will consume all error and artifi- 
cial theology, whose power is weakened 
and whose corruptions are revealed by 
the divine light of Nature’s manifesta- 
tions. All evil and error will be con- 
quered by the principles that are good, 
divine, and unchangeable; while unright- 
eousness shall be no more. 


Leadership of the Dead 
Remember that this is to come about 
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through the leadership of those who are 
dead speaking through their mediums, 
for after death, the Spiritualists claim, 
men’s souls continue to grow until they 
reach perfection. Thus there is no need 
for the sacraments. They are unnecessary 
even as God’s forgiveness is unnecessary, 
for under Spiritualism there is no punish- 
ment for wickedness but provision for 
improvement of imperfect souls. Jesus 
Christ is not the supreme revelation of 
God’s mercy and love and power, nor is 
His Word the final revelation of God’s 
Law, for they teach that all the elements 
of nature and mankind can: be improved 
until they are the perfect expression of 
God. 

These, then, are in general terms the 
principles of belief among the Spiritualist 
bodies; but it is hardly possible that any 
degree of agreement among these bodies 
could be reached on any creed that dared 
postulate more than these general state- 
ments. There seems to be little formal 
organization, through the Yearbook of 
American Churches for 1945 lists some 
four general national groups with a mem- 
bership totaling some 128,100 members 
in 782 churches. During periods of emo- 
tional strain or hysteria the progress of 
Spiritualism is more marked, as persons 
without a trusting faith in Almighty God 
turn to those spectacular sects which 
promise much but end in futility. 

It is a basic truth that this belief 
springs from an imperfect trust in the 
mercy of God and the erroneous idea 
that man’s finite mind is the final stand- 
ard for all things here and hereafter. In 
this one fundamental the Spiritualist is at 
the level of the materialist, for neither 
will place his trust in God and both act 
upon the principle that human intelli- 
gence is the ultimate. For even as the 
materialist believes that the human mind 
has the capacity to achieve its fullest 
realization without any divine aid in this 
world, so the Spiritualist believes that the 
human mind has the power in itself with- 
out divine aid to destroy all barriers in 
the world of the spirit. Quite obviously, 
both schools of thought are as those 
false saviours of whom the Master spoke, 
because the end for each is disaster—as it 
must always be when men seek to ig- 
nore God. In those moments of crisis or 
calamity when values seem lost, the invi- 
tation of Spiritualism offers an easy 
escape. Thus it thrives in tragic times 
when souls lose faith in God and their 
Saviour. 

Origin in the U.S.A. 

In the United States, Spiritualism 
seems to have begun in 1848 in Hyde- 
ville, New York, with the Fox sisters, 
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Maggie and Katie. The girls spoke of 
mysterious rappings, unexplained noises, 
and the like, issuing from the quiet of 
their bedroom, Their mother was trou- 
bled, their father scoffed, but the little 
girls enjoyed the excitement. For, of 
course, the news had leaked out and 
everyone was aroused. One night, the 
younger girl, Katie, cried out, “Here, Mr. 
Splitfoot, do as I do”’—and the ghostly 
answer came in correct response. It was 
all that had been missing. The previous 
accidental phenomena now gave way to 
a system of communication. Perhaps it 
was like a Hollywood premiere of our 
own day. The development produced 
excitement, crowds, publicity, and money. 
An elder sister, a widow, Mrs. Fish, hur- 
ried home to manage the affairs of the 
budding mediums. And she had a full- 
time job on her hands. An era that saw 
the rise of mesmerism, animal magnetism, 
Christian Science, etc., also produced a 
rich reward for the young ladies. Exhi- 
bitions were held, investigations made, 
more mediums appeared, techniques im- 
proved, the spirits too were alert as the 
systems of communications became more 
and more elaborate with cold, ghostly 
hands, “ectoplasm,” and all the rest 
added to the show. Not everyone who 
came to believe in Spiritualism was a 
fool. There was a judge of the New 
York State Supreme Court, an ex- 
governor of Wisconsin, a doctor, and a 
scientist—and, of course, many of the 
more credulous folk who came to be- 
lieve that the girls really had some great 
revelation to give the world. 


The Hoax Revealed 

For some years the Fox sisters had a 
lovely time. But as it often happens, 
friction developed within the family cir- 
cle. Out of the dispute came a remark- 
able confession from the girls that the 
whole thing had been a fraud started by 
them for the fun of it and continued 
later because of the values they had 
found in it for themselves. The whole 
thing, they said in their confession, came 
about because they were able to crack 
the joints in their toes and knees in such 
a way as to make the sounds described 
as raps. 

This was the start of Spiritualism in 
America. And to date, in spite of all 
the claims the Spiritualists may make, 
there has not been a renowned medium 
who did not have to his credit at least 
one instance where he, too, had been 
found guilty of perpetrating a fraud in 
his practice. , 

In its first period of popularity, Spirit- 
ualism was not a separate Church but 


was followed by those members of or- 
thodox churches who would regularly 
follow any such religious frenzy. In 
later years the movement has sought to 
dignify its position as a church, and it 
has made this attempt by placing em- 
phasis upon the moralistic and spiritual 
improvement aspects of its doctrines ra- 
ther than upon the demonstration of 
spiritualistic phenomena. 

Beyond the interest we feel in that 
which is out of the ordinary, there is 
certainly no attraction in Spiritualism for 
the intelligent Lutheran. With Luther 
we have no time nor patience with those 
who would confuse the issue of God’s 
grace with the folly of silly things. As 
Christians who are Lutheran, we surely 
have a trust in God that will enable us 
to stand firm in our faith when even the 
most terrible of life’s tragedies assail 
us. For us there is no value in that which 
lends itself to the hocus-pocus of ques- 
tionable activities. We seek only for a 
clearer understanding of the Word of 
God that through Christ Jesus we may, 
in His grace, stand unafraid. 


@ QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 


Why will Spiritualism grow when people 
are worried? 

How may my trust in God be strengthened, 
even in facing the death of a loved one? 

In what ways are the Spiritualists like mate- 
rialists? 

What is “‘ectoplasm’’? 

What did Jesus say about false shepherds? 

How is Spiritualism non-Christian? 

To what extent is personal peace based on 
knowledge of eternal life? How does the doc- 
trine that there is no hell affect behavior? 


@ TO READ 


Tyler, Freedom’s Ferment 

Chambers, Our Life After Death 
McCabe, Spiritualism, a Popular History 
Kepler, Contemporary Religious Thought 
Encyclopedia Britannica, Spiritualism 


@ WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS 


John 5:19-29. All things rest in the power of 
God. His merciful justice shall be given to all 
men. We are saved through Christ alone. 


II Corinthians 5:1-10. The end of all things 
is with God. Death is the translation of the 
physical to the spiritual. 


Romans 8:31-39. In all times, places, and con- 
ditions we are God’s. He never refuses to love 
us. It is we who refuse to love and trust in 
Him. 


Jeremiah 17:5-8. Because religion is other- 
worldly, it is sometimes accused of lacking 
practical importance. Yet as Jeremiah insists, 
there can be no meaning in life for the man 
who would trust only in himself, There must 
be God. 


Psalm 28. In placing my trust in God I am 
fully equipped for whatever life or death may 
offer. Even in “the valley of the shadow of 
death” I can walk erect, unafraid, knowing 
myself a child of God. 


I Peter 1:3-9. By the mercy of God we have 
hope of the resurrection to everlasting life 
through our Saviour. The trials of life are to 
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purify and make genuine that faith. The out- 
come of faith is our salvation. 

Revelation 21:1-8. Almighty God is master of 
the universe and controller of eternity. It is 
He and He only who can create the new 


heaven and earth. Men have power to do 
nothing save to have faith in Him through 
Christ Jesus our Lord. There will certainly 
be a punishment for those who have refused 
the grace of God. 


THE CHAOS OF CULTS: 
(5) THE HOLINESS SECTS 


Hebrews 12: |-7, 14-29. 


By REV. MARTIN J. HEINECKEN, Ph.D., Philadelphia, Pa. 


® METHOD 


It is proposed that this topic be presented 
by a panel of three speakers on the following 
topics: 

1. Who are the Holiness Sects? This is to 
give some idea of the names, size, distribution 
of the groups included. 

2. The chief characteristics of the Holiness 
Sects. The emphasis is to be upon their per- 
fectionism and the peculiar outward manifesta- 
tions of the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

8. A sound Christian attitude toward “holi- 
ness” and the emotional expression of faith. 

An alternative procedure would be to have 
prepared questions addressed to a panel of 
speakers with opportunity for additional ques- 
tions from the audience. 


@ BIBLIOGRAPHY 


For the first two topics above consult: 
Religious Bodies by the U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Bureau of the Census, 1936 
The Small Sects in America by Elmer T, Clark, 

Nashville, Cokesbury Press, 1987, Chapters 
Ill & IV. 
For the third topic consult: 
The Christian Life by Joseph Stump, N. Y., 
1930. Chapters VI & VII. 
The Way by C. M. Jacobs, Philadelphia, 1922. 
Christian Behavior, by C. S. Lewis, N. Y., Mac- 
millan, 1943 
Luther’s explanation of the Third Article of the 
Apostle’s Creed; also his answer to the ques- 
tion, ‘What does such baptizing with water 
signify?’ in The Small Catechism. 


@ TO READ 


For additional reading see the bibliography 
in Clark’s “The Small Sects in America.” 

Pentecostal tracts may be obtained from the 
Gospel Publishing House, Springfield, Mo. In- 
terviews may be arranged with representatives 
of the Holiness churches in your community 
and one of their services attended, 
The Confusion of Tongues by Chas. W. Fer- 

guson, N. Y., 1929 


© PROGRAM 


Hymn: “Come Holy Ghost, Our Souls Inspire” 
(PSH 106) 

Versicles (suitable to season of year) 

Psalm 24 (read responsively) 

Scripture: Hebrews 12:1-7, 14-29 

Prayer: O Lord God, perfect in holiness, Who 
dwellest in a light whereunto no man can 
approach, we beseech Thee to cleanse us 
again with the gift of forgiveness for the 
sake of Jesus Christ. And then enable us by 
the gift of Thy Spirit to walk in greater 
holiness of life. Drive out all impure and 
selfish thoughts and desires, all envy and 
pride, all anger and hatred, all false fears 
and undue anxieties, all covetousness and 
vain ambitions. Increase in us true love of 
Thee and of our fellow-men and grant us 
always true joy in serving Thee, whom to 
serve is everlasting life; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 

Hymn: “Jesus, Thy Boundless Love to Me” 
(CSB 855 or PSH 259) 

Presentation of topic and discussion 
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Offering 

Hymn: “O for a Heart to Praise My God” 
(CSB 264 or PSH 269) 

Lord’s Prayer and Benediction 


© THE TOPIC 


A Plea for Understanding 

We who are used to the stately dignity 
and decorum of the Lutheran service may 
be shocked by the excesses to which 
some people go in their worship. We 
ought, nevertheless, to view them sym- 
pathetically and try to understand what 
makes them act the way they do. We 
ought also try to determine what it is in 
the established churches which helps to 
drive them to such extremes. 


Who are the Holiness Sects? 

In this study we are grouping together 
all those sects whose adherents believe 
that through a special outpouring of the 
Holy Spirit a Christian may and should 
attain to complete holiness all at once 
and for all time. This outpouring is 
usually accompanied by some kind of 
outward sign or signs which range in 
intensity from the violent antics of the 
“holy rollers’ to much more sane but 
equally exalted feelings of joy and pro- 
found experiences of peace. 

The movement is represented by the 
various Pentecostal groups such as the 
Pentecostal Holiness Church, the Pente- 
costal Assemblies of Jesus Christ, the 
Holiness Church, the Pilgrim Holiness 
Church, etc. Then there are the Assem- 
blies of God, The Church of God (“holy 
roller” group especially) and scores of 
others with such striking names as “Pen- 
tecostal Fire-Baptized Holiness Church,” 
“Apostolic Overcoming Holy Church of 
God,” “The House of God, the Holy 
Church of the Living God, the Pillar 
and Ground of Truth, House of Prayer 
for All People.” 

The 1936 United States census lists 
about fifty such groups with a total mem- 
bership of about 400,000, which we are 
probably justified in designating as Holi- 
ness sects. They range in size from a 
continent-wide membership of 150,000 
to just a handful of people in two or 
three congregations. But this is by no 


means an exhaustive enumeration. There 
are many unaffiliated congregations, such 
as the Negro store-front churches in our 
larger cities, which are not listed in the 
census. A group not included in the 
above figures which also has definite 
Holiness characteristics but which prob- 
ably has attained the greatest maturity 
and stability is the “Church of the 
Nazarene,” with a membership of 
140,000. 

On the whole these sects are composed 
of people from the lower income groups 
with a larger urban than rural represen- 
tation. Although by no means restricted 
to the Negroes, they do have a particu- 
lar emotional appeal for them. It is fair 
to say, too, that the general level of edu- 
cation and intelligence is not too high. 
These facts would seem to indicate that 
the reason for, as well as the cure for, 
these groups lies in the area of social 
conditions and educational opportunities. 


Chief Characteristics—the "Second 
Blessing" 

The most striking characteristic is the 
belief that Christians not only can but 
should attain to complete holiness in- 
stantaneously upon receipt of a special 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit. This ex- 
perience is variously named the “second 
blessing,” “Christian perfection,” “per- 
fect love,” “heart purity,” “the baptism 
of the Holy Spirit,” “the fullness of the 
blessing,” and “Christian holiness.” It 
is not to be confused with the first gift 
of the Holy Spirit, which is what is 
usually known as justification, when a 
man through faith in the redeeming work 
of Christ receives forgiveness and is de- 
clared righteous. A great deal of em- 
phasis is put upon the blood atonement 
which forms the only true basis for the 
Christian life. Then, however, follows 
the “second blessing,” as the result of 
which the recipient no longer sins. This 
is supposed to include inner purity as 
well as outward correctness of conduct, 
although “it does not insure against such 
human frailities as ignorance, mistakes, 
temptations, and the common infirmities 
of the flesh.” Inevitably then, as is al- 
ways the case with those who mean to 
attain to perfection in this life, the em- 
phasis falls upon externals of conduct, 
such as, no smoking, no drinking, no 
card playing, no movies, no dancing, no 
jesting, no profanity, no divorce, and so 
on, together with a positive emphasis on 
strict Sunday observance, conservatism 
in dress, complete pacifism, tithing, etc., 
running into the most minute specifica- 
tions such as were current among the 
Pharisees of Jesus’ day, with the prohi- 
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bitions always outnumbering the con- 
structive suggestions. 


Wondrous Phenomena 

The second most striking characteristic 
is the belief that the reception of the 
“second blessing” is accompanied by out- 
ward signs, such as speaking with 
tongues, various kinds of bodily seizures, 
the power to heal, special direct Spirit 
guidance in the ordinary walks of life. 
The more maladjusted people are so- 
cially, the more violent these phenomena 
seem to be. There have been instances 
of entire assemblies shouting, sobbing, 
leaping in the air, writhing on the 
ground, lying insensible for hours, en- 
gaging in unusual bodily contortions, be- 
ing seized by the “jerks” and the “holy 
laugh.” Where people are better ad- 
justed, the Spirit may manifest Himself 
merely in the giving of testimony, which 
may be very edifying, or else in spirited 
singing, or in real acts of love and resti- 
tution to those who have been wronged. 
The reactions may be profoundly Chris- 
tian, but tend to be tinged with undue 
emotionalism. 


Other Characteristics 

Extreme fundamentalism and biblicism. 
This means treating the Bible as a col- 
lection of proof texts and regarding it as 
an authority on all matters, science, his- 
tory, geography, etc., instead of seeing it 
as the record of God’s dealings with men 
as He reveals Himself to them. This 
results very often in the most absurd lit- 
eral interpretations and in a drawing of 
the battle line at the wrong places. It 
makes them extremely suspicious of all 
learning and scientific advance. 

Pre-millennialism. 
fundamentalism and perhaps also be- 
cause of a desire to escape from an un- 
happy social situation, they put a great 
deal of emphasis upon the second com- 
ing of Christ in glory in what is known 
as a pre-millennial sense. This means the 
belief that Christ will return and first of 
all raise the believers, who will then 
reign with Him upon the earth for a 
thousand years, during which time Satan 
will be bound and the conversion of un- 
believers will proceed apace. At the 
end of this thousand years will be the 
general resurrection, the final judgment, 
and the establishment of a new heaven 
and a new earth. It is not the firm be- 
lief in the second Advent which is wrong, 
however, but the entirely unbiblical way 
in which the future is blue-printed, in- 
stead of catching the spirit of the New 
Testament witnesses. 
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In line with their — 


Criticism— 

A Sound Attitude Toward ''Holiness" 

As Christians we, too, regard ourselves 
as “holy” through the forgiveness of sins. 
This makes us of the “communion of 
saints.” Our only hope of salvation is 
in our justification by grace alone, for 
Christ’s sake, through faith. What is so 
often forgotten, however, is that God not 
only forgives us, but that He also causes 
us to be born anew in our relation to Him 
and to one another. As we are drawn 
into the right relationship to Christ in 
love and trust, we receive a new heart, 
which does fulfill the one and only divine 
command of love, love to God and our 
neighbor. Love alone is the fulfillment 
of the law, and he who has been born 
again by God’s grace fulfills this law of 
love in his heart. If we take this quite 
seriously, we will know that this law of 
love cannot be reduced to any set of 
rules. No one can tell us beforehand 
what love will demand of us in any given 
situation. We will know that it is a mat- 
ter of the heart and of inner motivation 
and that the Christian will strive in 
every situation to do the loving thing. 

But now there is another thing that 
we must remember. We must remember 
the continual presence in us of the old 
Adam, that is, our natural sinful, selfish 
self, which will continue to live in us and 
plague us as long as we are alive in this 
world. This means that we can never 
attain to perfection, but that the goal 
will ever be before us, keeping us con- 
tinually on the stretch. A Christian lives 
only by daily sorrow and repentance, or 
he will certainly end up a self-righteous 
prig or a kill-joy of one kind or another. 


The Principle of Edification 

As far as the speaking with tongues 
and the other phenomena are concerned, 
we ought to remember the significance 
of the first Pentecost and also what St. 
Paul has to say in I Corinthians 12 to 14. 
Whatever happens to us under the in- 
fluence of the Holy Spirit must be for 
our spiritual upbuilding as well as for 
the uplifting of those who witness it. 
A mere unintelligible flow of sounds or 
an uncontrollable emotional seizure is 
not good. We ought to recognize that 
religion is primarily a matter of the 
heart and not the head. Love is the pro- 
foundest of passions. We ought never to 
allow our worship and our religion in 
general to become cold and formal and 
dead. But there must be a proper bal- 
ance between the heart and the head. It 
is an acknowledged fact that Lutheranism 
achieves a remarkable balance of head 
and heart in religion. 


What Can We Learn 
and What Must We Do? 

Our estimate of these sects should not 
be entirely negative. There are some 
things we can learn from them. First of 
all, we need to take very seriously the 
struggle for holiness. Christians who are 
part of the body of Christ and deter- 
mined to live in a love-community with 
all men must be different from those of 
the world. But then we must put the 
emphasis not on externals, but on obedi- 
ence to the one divine command of love. 
And we ought to learn also to be more 
enthusiastic about the great Christian 
facts. The Gospel is really “Good News.” 
It is really the only Miracle there is. It 
is really something to talk about and to 
sing about and to carry to the ends of 
the earth. 

Nevertheless, mere enthusiasm is never 
enough. It alone will lead inevitably to 
fanaticism. We need a sound program 
of education if we are to have healthy 
religious living. We must not get away 
from the center, our redemption through 
the stumbling block and foolishness of 
the cross, or people will turn to those 
who do preach this Gospel. But then we 
must keep abreast of the times and not 
confuse what people many years ago 
happened to believe about the world in 
which we live with the Gospel. 

Above all, we must be concerned to 
raise the social and economic level of all 
people so that they will feel their dig- 
nity as children of God without resort- 
ing to the emotional excesses of a fa- 
natical religion where alone they can 
amount to something in their “holiness.” 


@ SUPPLEMENTARY MATERIAL 


A partial statement of the faith of the Church 
of the Nazarene: ‘Entire sanctification is pro- 
vided by the blood of Jesus, is wrought in- 
stantaneously by faith, preceded by entire con- 
secration, and to this work and state of grace 
the Holy Spirit bears witness.” Census of Reli- 
gious Bodies, 1936, p. 460. 

The Christian Nation Church confesses: 

“We believe (1) it is not in keeping with 
the Scripture to wear any needless ornament; 
(2) in forsaking at once all worldly organiza- 
tions when becoming Christians and belonging 
to nothing but the church; (3) no person who 
has been divorced for any cause can remain in 
fellowship with us if again married to another 
during the life of the other party of the mar- 
riage covenant; (4) it is evil to have any part 
with the sale or manufacture of liquor; (5) 
we should remember the Sabbath day to keep 
it holy; (6) it is not in harmony with God’s 
word that the saved of the Lord marry the un- 
saved; (7) in no dishonesty; (8) that each fam- 
ily should raise just so large a family of chil- 
dren as God shall be pleased to give them; 
(9) no festivals or any kind of entertainments 
in the place of worship; (11) tithing is the 
scriptural method of contributing to the sup- 
port of the ministry; (12) in no jesting, fool- 
ish talking, singing of worldly songs, or any 
use of the tongue not becoming a Christian; 
(13) in the most thorough life of social pur- 
ity; (14) in a brotherly love for all men, even 
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our enemies; (15) all should be diligent in 
business, improving every hour at some impor- 
tant line of work or study; (16) we should 
observe days of fasts and prayers; (17) in 
assisting the worthy, sick, and needy; (18) all 
should refrain from the use of tobacco in any 
form; (19) there is a fourfold Gospel, namely: 
justification, entire sanctification, divine healing, 
and the second coming of Jesus; (20) we are 
washed from our sins by the blood; and (21) 
that the ordinances of the church, as taught in 
the Bible, are baptism and the Lord’s Supper.” 
(Census of Religious Bodies, 1936.) Compare 
with this Luther’s explanation of the Ten Com- 
mandments with their emphasis upon fear and 
love of God. 

Since most of the Holiness sects are of Meth- 
odist origin, an interesting study would be John 
Wesley’s conception of the attainment of holi- 
ness; in general the emphasis upon externals in 
the rank and file of historical Methodism; and 
their emotional revivalism, all of which are 
just put to the extreme in the Holiness Move- 
ment. 

The origins of the Holiness Movement may be 
studied in the work of the great revivalist 
Dwight L. Moody and his companion Sankey, 
the originator of so many Gospel hymns. In 
England the movement had some vogue among 
the elite in the Keswick ‘‘Convention for the 
Promotion of Practical Holiness” in 1875. 

Interesting studies may also be made of 
Father Divine, Father Grace, and Aimee Sem- 
ple MacPherson, who all have kinship with this 


group. 


@ LET THE BIBLE SPEAK 


Acts 2:1-12. When the Holy Spirit came upon 
the disciples, they were transformed into bold 
and fearless witnesses. The accompanying signs 
indicate this. The “speaking with tongues” was 
not just an emotional seizure but a prophecy of 
the spread of the Gospel into every language 
on. the face of the globe and an indication of 
the fact that the Gospel is not like some learned 
philosophy restricted to a few, but a power 
to reach and regenerate all sorts and conditions 
of men. 


I Corinthians 14:1-19. This forms a natural 
sequel to the above because it deals with the 
abuse of “the gift of tongues.” St. Paul’s prin- 
ciple is quite clear. Whatever is done in a 
meeting of public worship must be for the 


edification, that is, the spiritual upbuilding of 
those present. Unintelligible speaking with 
tongues is no good unless interpreted. Intelli- 
gent witness to the truth of God is much more 
to be desired. 


I Corinthians 13 (entire.) This great hymn of 
love shows us where the emphasis must always 
be. All other so-called gifts and all outward 
works are nothing without love. There is no 
code of conduct the observance of which consti- 
tutes perfection. No one is holy who is not 
perfect in love. Neither is there any outward 
deed which can give conclusive demonstration 
of the love that dwells in the heart. 


Romans 7:14-25. This is a description of the 
apostle’s predicament when, after many years 
of Christian living, he still is aware of the 
presence of the old Adam in him. This ought 
to serve to refute the claims of those who be- 
lieve that it is possible to attain to complete 
perfection. The Christian’s lifelong predicament 
is that of St. Paul, a constant struggle, for 
which there is strength and power and final 
release only in Jesus Christ. 


I Peter 1:18 to 2:10. This is an admonition to 
the pursuit of holiness on the basis of our re- 
demption through the blood, i.e., the life and 
death of Christ. All Christ’s followers are here 
considered a people set apart and united in 
love. Notice particularly how the emphasis is 
upon this community in love and not upon an 
enumeration of a host of outward performances. 


I John 1:5 to 2:6; 3:1-12. These two passages 
are placed side by side because in the first one 
he who says that he has no sin is called a liar, 
while in the second passage it is said that he 
who is begotten of God does no sin. This 
contradiction is resolved only if we remember 
the continual presence of the old Adam in those 
who are reborn. 


Matthew 5:21-48. Anyone who takes these ad- 
monitions seriously will recognize that the ideal 
of the Christian life is ever beyond him. ‘There 
is none good but God.” The perfection of the 
Father was attained only by the Incarnate Son. 
Unless we keep stretching forward to a goal 
that is continually beyond us, we shall never 
attain to a righteousness that exceeds that of 
the Scribes and Pharisees. 


Solution To 
Bible Cross-Word 


(Puzzle Page 10) 
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A Garden Party 


(Continued from Page 11) 


Peanut Race. Lining up again behind 
a starting line, each person receives a 
peanut and a toothpick. Guided by the 
toothpick, the peanut is rolled to a desig- 
nated goal—ten feet away. Each player 
runs back and touches the next person. 
The side finishing first scores as the win- 
ner. 

Then each side gives its stunt. The 
judges report, and the losing side prepares 
a second stunt, a song or a yell. The 
winning side may be awarded a bag of 
peanuts, a box of candy, or lollipops. 

The committee on refreshments should 
be ready by this time, and after such a 
strenuous evening, something pretty sub- 
stantial would be in order—such as sand- 
wiches, ice cream, cookies, and plenty of 
punch. 


MORE ABOUT 
YOUR BOOK-CLUB 
SELECTIONS 


On page 82 of this issue are given the 
Luther League Book-of-the-Month Club 
selections for July and August. Here are 
a few insights into the books. 


See The Lutheran (May 19) for a full 
length review of Abram, Son of Terah. 


Another great story for young people 
is The Choice. The scene is laid in Rome 
where Clement, a young Jew, and Julian, 
his friend who is a pagan, meet Christi- 
anity. Clement is converted and Julian 
is repelled. 

Seniors will be delighted by Joan— 
Free Lance Writer and Your Kind In- 
dulgence. Joan, a recent graduate of a 
school of journalism, finds her way to a 
writing career. Her experience will offer 
guidance to others with a similar interest. 
An interesting romance also develops, 
and vocational guidance is given to bene- 
fit those with other interests. Don’t miss 
it! 

Your Kind Indulgence is the story of 
a little English actress who attempts to 
make a name for herself on the American _ 
stage in the days when New York was 
but a bustling town of 20,000, the Con- 
stitution was being adopted and George 
Washington was being inaugurated as 
our first president. Her real triumph 
comes as the wife of a young American 
doctor. 

Both books for Intermediates are real 
thrillers. If they like to read, they will 
enjoy both of these stories. Ticktock and 
Jim is the one; North to the Promised 
Land, the other. 

Ticktock is the name of the pony for 
which Jim traded his grandfather’s watch. 
Interesting situations develop as a result 
of this trade, and some difficulties, but 
the unapproved transaction does work 
out to the good of all. 'This is excellent 
summer reading. 

Mount your sorrel with the other cow- 
boys or climb upon the wagon seat be- 
side Martha, the boss’ daughter, and ride 
in imagination with the Square Box trail 
herd as it moves from Texas North to 
the Promised Land. Relive with Sid 
Lovell his growing-up experiences as his 
uncle’s herd of longhorns leaves the 
comparative safety of their Texas range. 
Boys— and girls, too—are sure to like it. 
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Quorum required for daily Jewish prayers assembled in the fa- 
mous Touro Synagogue, Newport, R. I. 


To Bigotry No Sanction 


By Mason Lade 


The stately Touro Synagogue, long a landmark in the 
town of Newport, Rhode Island, was crowded to the doors 
that warm summer evening in 1790. Christians as well as 
Jews sat on the long wooden benches or stood in solid 
ranks behind the pews. The people had come not for 
puplic meeting or for ordinary assembly. They had come 
to thearken to a letter from the hand of George Washing- 
ton, newly inducted president of the new United States. 

A tense hush fell upon the vast audience as Moses 
Seixas, officer of the synagogue, stepped upon the pulpit. 
“Fellow Americans,” he began, “friends, members of the 
congregation. When President Washington visited our 
town not long ago, I presented him with the greetings of 
the Touro Congregation. Today we have received his 
answer. Let me read it to you.” 

Carefully he began to read by the flickering light of 
the candles. The beginning was merely a gracious reply 
of thanks. Then, suddenly, the tone changed as Washing- 
ton’s thundering phrases rolled out: 

“Tt is now no more that toleration is spoken of as if it 
was by the indulgence of one class of people that another 
enjoyed the exercise of their inherent rights. For happily 
the Government of the United States, which gives to big- 
otry no sanction, to persecution no assistance, requires 
only that all who live under its protection should demean 
themselves as good citizens, giving it. at all times their 
effectual support.” 

“Did you hear that phrase, Samuel?” cried one. “To 
bigotry no sanction! Isn’t that wonderful?” 

“Yes, Jonathan, it is wonderful,” Samuel replied slowly. 
“Our president has put into words what Rhode Island has 
stood for from the very beginning, and what the United 
States of America will stand for to all eternity.” 


JULY-AUGUST, 1948 


Georgia-Alabama Holds 
First Convention of 1948 


By Karl Suhr 


More than 200 delegates and visitors registered for the 
21st convention of the Georgia-Alabama Synodical Luther 
League, April 9, 10, and 11, 1948, at St. Paul’s Lutheran 
Church, Savannah, Ga. 

The first session was a banquet. The brief program in- 
cluded greetings and introduction of the leaders. 

The Rev. Raymond D. Wood, pastor of Ascension Lu- 
theran Church, Savannah; the Rev. L. Grady Cooper, 
Missionary to China; and the Rey. Joseph W. Frease, Rep- 
resentative of the Luther League of America, presented 
messages to the convention. These addresses dealt with 
Life Service, Missions, and Education, respectively. Each 
dealt with the convention theme, “To Know and Do His 
Will.” 

Miss Eleanor Upchurch, Altanta, president, was in 
charge of all business sessions. The officers and secretaries 
all presented interesting reports of a year’s work which 
showed progress in nearly every department. Particularly 
encouraging was the reception of four new League groups, 
and a net increase of 55 in membership, a 17% gain since 
the 1947 convention. 

The Rev. Henry D. Kleckley, pastor of Redeemer Lu- 
theran Church, Macon, Georgia, as convention Chaplain 
challenged the Leaguers with timely and inspiring mes- 
sages. 

Mr. Luther Fulmer, Augusta, presented an interesting 
discussion on the Educational Department in a forum en- 
titled, “Can you answer these?” Miss Merita Phillips, 
Brunswick, presented an interesting discussion of Life 
Service under the theme, “Our Flag Points the Way.” 
Miss Catherine Stelljes, Savannah, led the Missionary 
forum following the address by Dr. Cooper. 

“Miss Know-it-all,” a skit written by Miss Mildred 
Gartelmann and acted by Anna Kessel and Barbara Stur- 
gis, presented the challenge of Intermediate work. 

The entertainment of delegates included games in the 
parish hall gymnasium as planned by the Leaguers of St. 
Paul’s Church and a party at a club house on the beach 
at Tybee, about 20 miles east of Savannah. A Northeaster 
spoiled some of the fun anticipated at the beach party. 

The convention elected the following officers for the 
new year: 

Pres., June Martin, Savannah; Vice-Pres., Troy R. Mc- 
Clelland, Savannah; Recording Sec., Luther Fulmer, Jr., 
Augusta; Corres. Sec., Leila E. McClelland, Savannah; 
Treas., Miss Catherine Stelljes, Savannah; Educ. Sec., 
Eleanor Upchurch, Atlanta; Miss Sec., Mary Ann Childers, 
Savannah; Life Service Sec., Enoch Berry, Cullman, Ala.; 
Press Sec., Karl Suhr, Augusta; Int. Sec., Madge Seckinger, 
Rincon; Advisor, Mildred Gartelmann, Savannah. 


Thirty-one 
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@ Youth Sunday—letters and an attractive brochure have 
been mailed to all local presidents in our first appeal for 
the Faith in Youth Offering, 1948. Each president is asked 
to consult the pastor and arrange a date to present the 
cause of youth to the Church Council. When the time 
of appointment has arrived, the president will present the 
appeal for a generous gift from the congregation (by an 
appropriation.) The president is to report the amount ap- 
propriated by mailing a “business reply card” to head- 
quarters. 

More copies of the folder, “First F.Y.0. Dividends,” 
are available for the asking. 

Mr. or Miss President, we are counting on you! 


@ China-Skeldon Fund—keeps building up. But—we have 
a long way to go. Receipts to the end of April put us a 
little more than half way to our $25,000 goal. 

The C.-S. F. Honor Roll: 


Quota Paid 
aL in@ ise see ee $945.00 $1045.80 
ON GIAN a We ce. oe $570.00 $ 584.53 
Oa INGDLaS ka miter eee $375.00 $ 375.00 
4, Pp 


@ 1948 Apportionment—It is marvelous to see the way 
most of you are responding to the Apportionment this 
year. Twenty-one of the thirty-two groups have already 
remitted a part of the Apportionment—one all—as over 
against twelve groups remitting up to this time (May 25) 
last year. Georgia-Alabama, Michigan, Midwest, Nebraska, 
New Jersey,. Virginia and West Virginia have already con- 
tributed more than half of their 1948 Apportionment. 
North Carolina having completed payment of its Appor- 
tionment heads the 1948 Honor Roll. 


@ An All-Lutheran Youth Leaders’ Conference is sched- 
uled for August 26-29, 1948. This four day meeting is 
designed to bring together young people from all the 
Lutheran bodies in North America. Along with these 
young people will be a limited number of adults, staff 
members and advisors. Our representation is limited to 
25 persons. 
The purpose of this conference is— 

1. To gain a wider acquaintance with youth work 
in other Lutheran groups through the inter-change 
of ideas and experiences; and 

2. To encourage and help the young people of these 
Lutheran groups to meet more effectively through 
their own youth program the challenge of the 
time in which we live. 


Thirty-two 


LUTHER LEAGUE 
BOOK-OF-THE-MONTH-CLUB 


Selections for July-August 


For Intermediates 


“Ticktock and Jim” By Keith Robertson 
Winston (240 pages) $2.00 

“North to the Promised Land” By Harold C. 
Wire 
Westminster Press 


(187 pages) $2.25 


For Seniors 


“Joan—Free Lance Writer” By Alice R. Colver 
Julian Messner (181 pages) $2.50 
“Your Kind Indulgence” By Gladys Malvern 


Julian Messner (213 pages) $2.50 
For Young People 
“Abram, Son of Terah” By Florence M. Bauer 
Bobbs Merrill Co. (406 pages) $3.00 
“The Choice” By Paul S. Minear 
Westminster Press (315 pages) $2.00 


The conference is to be held at Valparaiso University, 
Valparaiso, Indiana. A Special Committee is at work on 
the program. Its members are Rev. Marcus C. Rieke 
(A.L.C.), Rev. Merton Strommen (L.F.C.), and Mr. 
Howard L. Logan (U.L.C.). 

Participation by the Luther League of America has the 
formal approval of the ULC Executive Board. Those to 
represent the Luther League of America will be ap- 
pointed by President Howard L. Logan. All interested 
persons should apply to Luther League Headquarters for 
further information. 


@ Things are hap- 
pening in Luther 
League! Mr. Harold 
Park, rising Senior 
at Southern Semi- 
nary, is the first sum- 
mer-time worker to 
be employed by our 
organization. He is a 
veteran of World 
War II now serving 
as prexy of the Lu- 
ther League of 
South Carolina. You 
may see him at your 
summer school or 
convention this sum- 
mer. We know you 
will like him and 
give him a real L. 
L. welcome. 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


EAR VW C.K COME GE 


Oneonta, New York 


The Lutheran Co-Educational College of the Catskills 
Founded 1928. Merged with Hartwick Seminary (1797) in June, 1947 


The College overlooks four converging valleys and the towering 
foothills of the Catskills, affording a view of majestic grandeur. 

Programs offered: Four-year curricula leading to the Bachelor 
of Arts and Bachelor of Science degrees, comprising liberal arts, 
teacher training (secondary), business administration, nursing, pre- 
theological and parish work. 

Pre-professional curricula in law, medicine, dentistry, medical 
technicianship and secretarial work. 

12-week Summer Session begins June 12, 1948. First semester 1948- 
1949 begins September 20, 1948. For literature, address: 


President Henry J. Arnold, Ph.D., LL.D. 
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“KR Good College for Young Men and Women” 


Owned and controlled by the South Caro- 
lina, Georgia-Alabama and Florida Synods 


Academically Accredited Educationally Efficient 
Spiritually Sound 


For catalogue write: JAMES C. KINARD, President 


A Century of Faith 
Devoted to Education 


has brought to Wittenberg a nationwide recognition 
as a strong liberal arts college. True to its Christian 
heritage, Wittenberg develops the well-rounded stu- 
dent—intellectually, spiritually, physically, and 
socially. 


Write for the Catalog and View Book 


WITTENBERG COLLEGE 


Founded in 1845 Springfield, Ohio 


WATERLOO COLLEGE 
Established 1924 
A University College 
In Affiliation with the University of Western Ontario 
Co-Educational courses leading to the B.A. Degree 
Four-Year Honor Courses in Classics, English, French, German, 
History. Also Business Administration (first 2 years) 
Three-Year General Courses 
Choice may be made from a wide range of subjects in the Humani- 
ties and Social Sciences. The offerings in Biological and Physical 
Science are being increased. Unusual opportunities exist for Fine 
Art and Music. 
Basic Training for Professions 
Business and Industry, Law, Library Work, 
Social Service, Teaching, and Theology. 
Men's and Women's Residences on the Campus. 
Moderate Tuition Fees and Cost of Living 
For information apply to: H. T. Lehmann, B.A. Th.D., President. 
Waterloo, Ontario, Canada 


NEWBERRY, SOUTH CAROLINA 


Gettysburg College 


FOUNDED 1832 
Oldest Lutheran College in America 


Gettysburg College possesses an able Faculty made up 
of Christian men who are vitally concerned with 
the building of character as the fundamental 
thing in modern education. 
Located in the midst of the world-famous Battlefield of Gettysburg 


For Catalogue and Book of Views, Address: 


HENRY W. A. HANSON, D.D., LL.D., President 


SUSQUEHANNA UNIVERSITY 


(Co-educational) Selinsgrove, Pa. 
G. Morris Smith, A.M., D.D., President 


An Accredited College Stressing 
Quality in the Heart of Pennsylvania 


A Growing Faculty of Superior Qualifications 
Trained at America's Outstanding Graduate Schools 


High Moral Tone Spiritual Values Emphasized 
A.B., B.S., and Mus.B. Degrees 
An Accredited Conservatory of Music 


Russell Galt, Ph.D., Dean 


Karel Gin 


Founded 1842 


For Catalogue write 


Co-Educational 
SALEM, VIRGINIA 
Four-year accredited college of tne Lutheran Synod of 
Virginia. 
A.B. and B.S. degrees in the liberal arts and sciences. 
Pre-professional offerings in the major fields. Business 
Administration. 


New admissions in February, June, and September. 
CHAS. J. SMITH, D.D., LL.D., President 


THIEL COLLEGE 


GREENVILLE, PA. 


A Christian College of 
Liberal Arts and Sciences 


Co-educational Fully Accredited 


For information write to 
Dean Herbert G. Gebert President William F. Zimmerman 


An Institution of the Pittsburgh Synod 
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WAGNER COLLEGE 


A.B. and B.S. Degrees 


And preparation for 


Ministry, Teaching, Law, Medicine, Dentistry, Engineering 
Business Administration, Chemistry, Social Service, Parish Work 
Complete Nursing Course leading to R.N. and B.S. 


Miss Marguerite Hess, M.A. 
Director of Admissions 


STATEN ISLAND 1, NEW YORK CITY 


Walter Consuelo Langsam, Ph.D. 
President 
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MIDLAND COLLEGE 


FREMONT NEBRASKA 


Now is the Time 
When Youth Must Find 
A Better Way Than War 


The Churches Of America Call You To Think On These Things 


“A PUSTEVies Bits 


Our people should not tolerate any complacency 
about war. War would engulf all in misery and 
would bring other consequences quite the opposite 
of our intentions. 


Our people should combat a mood of hysteria or 


blind hatred. 


Our people should reject fatalism about war. War 
is not inevitable. If it should come, it would be 
because of conditions that men could have changed. 


Our people should not rely on military strategy to 
meet Communist aggression. Such reliance is more 
apt to bring war than prevent it. There should be 
greater concentration on positive programs of an 
economic, social, political, and moral character. 
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Your Luther League Can Help You 
To Study and Act For Peace 


CONSULT YOUR OFFICERS AND PASTOR 


The Board Of Social Missions 


of The United Lutheran Church in America, Inc. 


231 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 16, N. Y. 


“UO CHRISTIANS! 
LEAGUED TUGETHER— 
TO SERVE — 

THE PRINGEUE PEAS 


VCE Des ee lee 


Our people should press for positive programs which 
have immediate possibilities for peace and justice. 
They could, for example, quickly move toward: 
a. Greater economic well-being throughout the 
world; b. Greater emphasis on increasing social wel- 
fare; c. Greater observance of human rights, to 
check terrorism; d. Greater use of processes of inter- 


national conversation and negotiation. 


Our people ought, each one of them, to contribute 
to a change of mood so as to increase the chance 
of averting war without compromise of basic con- 
victions. 


Our churches ought to testify with renewed vigor 
to God’s righteous love for all men and the reality 
of the Christian world fellowship. 
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